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Scotland's past is too often seen through a film of myths and misconceptions. In this Very Short Introduction,
Rab Houston explores the key themes from more than 1,000 years of Scotland's very real and very
fascinating history. Covering everything from the Jacobites to devolution to the modern economy, this
concise account presents a fully-integrated picture of Scottish society, culture, politics and religion. Houston
examines a range of important subjects, including how an independent Scottish nation emerged in the Middle
Ages, how it was irrevocably altered by Reformation, how links with England and economic change have
affected Scotland, and how Scotland has in turn influenced the development of the modern world. The book
shows as well why Scotland's history has made it distinct from England, both before and after Union, and
why it has today arrived at a political, social and cultural watershed. Authoritative, lucid, and ranging widely
over issues of environment, people, and identity, this is Scotland's story without myths: an ideal introduction
for those interested in the Scots, but also a balanced yet refreshing challenge to those who already feel at
home in Scotland past and present.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Kelley:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Scotland: A Very Short Introduction will make you to
be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think
that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Kathleen Edwards:

The particular book Scotland: A Very Short Introduction has a lot of information on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Adrian Kao:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is definitely Scotland: A Very Short Introduction.

Katherine Khan:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important in your case. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Scotland: A Very Short Introduction can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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