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Condemned to hang after his raid on Harper’s Ferry, John Brown prophesied that the crimes of a slave-
holding land would be purged away only with blood. A study of omens, maledictions, and inspired
invocations, The Oracle and the Curse examines how utterances such as Brown’s shaped American literature
between the Revolution and the Civil War.

In nineteenth-century criminal trials, judges played the role of law’s living oracles, but offenders were also
given an opportunity to address the public. When the accused began to turn the tables on their judges, they
did so not through rational arguments but by calling down a divine retribution. Widely circulated in
newspapers and pamphlets, these curses appeared to channel an otherworldly power, condemning an unjust
legal system and summoning readers to the side of righteousness.

Exploring the modes of address that communicated the authority of law and the dictates of conscience in
antebellum America’s court of public opinion, Caleb Smith offers a new poetics of justice which assesses the
nonrational influence that these printed confessions, trial reports, and martyr narratives exerted on their first
audiences. Smith shows how writers portrayed struggles for justice as clashes between human law and higher
authority, giving voice to a moral protest that transformed American literature.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Combs:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Oracle and the Curse: A Poetics of
Justice from the Revolution to the Civil War is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Roxanne Mazon:

The ability that you get from The Oracle and the Curse: A Poetics of Justice from the Revolution to the Civil
War could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Oracle and the Curse: A
Poetics of Justice from the Revolution to the Civil War giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We recommend you for having this specific The Oracle and the Curse: A Poetics of Justice from the
Revolution to the Civil War instantly.

Carmelita Ratliff:

The reason why? Because this The Oracle and the Curse: A Poetics of Justice from the Revolution to the
Civil War is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write
the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going
to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended
up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Tommy Wright:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Oracle and the Curse: A
Poetics of Justice from the Revolution to the Civil War can be the response, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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