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When the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act became law in 1996, the
architects of welfare reform celebrated what they called the new 'consensus' on welfare: that cash assistance
should be temporary and contingent on recipients' seeking and finding employment. However, assessments
about the assumptions and consequences of this radical change to the nation's social safety net were actually
far more varied and disputed than the label 'consensus' suggests. By examining the varied realities and
accountings of welfare restructuring, Stretched Thin looks back at a critical moment of policy change and
suggests how welfare policy in the United States can be changed to better address the needs of poor families
and the nation.

Using ethnographic observations, in-depth interviews with poor families and welfare workers, survey data
tracking more than 750 families over two years, and documentary evidence, Sandra Morgen, Joan Acker, and
Jill Weigt question the validity of claims that welfare reform has been a success. They show how poor
families, welfare workers, and welfare administrators experienced and assessed welfare reform differently
based on gender, race, class, and their varying positions of power and control within the welfare state. The
authors document the ways that, despite the dramatic drop in welfare rolls, low-wage jobs and inadequate
social supports left many families struggling in poverty. Revealing how the neoliberal principles of a
drastically downsized welfare state and individual responsibility for economic survival were implemented
through policies and practices of welfare provision and nonprovision, the authors conclude with new
recommendations for reforming welfare policy to reduce poverty, promote economic security, and foster
shared prosperity.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Powers:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Stretched Thin: Poor Families, Welfare Work, and Welfare Reform. Try to
make the book Stretched Thin: Poor Families, Welfare Work, and Welfare Reform as your good friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter
than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Peter Holmes:

The book Stretched Thin: Poor Families, Welfare Work, and Welfare Reform can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing
like a book Stretched Thin: Poor Families, Welfare Work, and Welfare Reform? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book Stretched Thin: Poor Families, Welfare Work, and Welfare Reform
has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Joyce Johnson:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their
can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Stretched Thin: Poor Families, Welfare Work,
and Welfare Reform to read.

Edith Manning:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lots of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is Stretched Thin: Poor Families, Welfare Work, and Welfare Reform.
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