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Born into wealth in New Orleans in 1795 and married into misery fifteen years later, the Baroness Micagla
Almonester de Pontalba led alife ripe for novelization. Intimate Enemies, however, is the spellbinding true
account of thisresilient woman's life -- and the three men who most affected its course.

Immediately upon marrying Célestin de Pontalba, Micaela was removed to his family's estate in France. For
twenty years her father-in-law attempted to drive her to abandon Célestin; by law he could then seize control
of her fortune. He tried dozens of strategies, including at one point instructing the entire Pontal ba househol d
to pretend she was invisible. Finally, in 1834, the despairing elder Pontalba trapped Micaeglain a bedroom
and shot her four times before turning his gun on himself.

Miraculously, she survived. Five years later, after securing both a separation from Célestin and legal power
over her wealth, Micaela focused her attention on building, following in the footsteps of her late, illustrious
father, Andrés Almonester. Her Parisian mansion, the Hétel Pontalba, is today the official residence of the
American embassy in France; and her Pontalba Buildings, which flank Jackson's Square in New Orleans,
form together with her father's St. Louis Cathedral, Presbytere, and Cabildo one of the loveliest architectural
complexesin America.

Asfor Célestin, he eventually suffered atotal physical and mental breakdown and begged Micaelato return.
She did so, caring for him for the next twenty-three years until her death in 1874.

In Intimate Enemies, Christina V ella embroiders the compelling story of the AlImonester-Pontalba alliance
against arichly woven background of the events and cultures of two centuries and two vivid societies. She
provides awindow into the yellow fever epidemics that raged in New Orleans; the rebuilding of Paris, the
Paris Commune uprising, and the Second Empire of Napoleon I11; European ideas of power, class, money,
marriage, and love during the baroness' lifetime and their inflection in the New World setting of New
Orleans; medical treatments, legal procedures, imperial court life, banking practices, and much more.

Combining the historian's meticul ous research with the biographer's exacting knowledge of her subject and
the novelist's gift for narrative, Vella has crafted arare cross-genre work that will capture the imagination
and admiration of every reader.
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From reader reviews:
Rose Waldman:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and natice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a
whileisreading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to
endure than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular
Intimate Enemies: The Two Worlds of Baroness de Pontalba book as beginning and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Thelma Burke:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading practice
giveyou lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular
Intimate Enemies: The Two Worlds of Baroness de Pontalbais kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Mary Nixon:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Intimate Enemies. The Two Worlds
of Baroness de Pontalba, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come
on its named reading friends.

Richard Cary:

The book untitled Intimate Enemies: The Two Worlds of Baroness de Pontalba contain alot of information
on that. The writer explains your girlfriend ideawith easy technique. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have anice study.
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