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Europe (in Theory) is an innovative analysis of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century ideas about Europe that
continue to inform thinking about culture, politics, and identity today. Drawing on insights from subaltern
and postcolonial studies, Roberto M. Dainotto deconstructs imperialism not from the so-called periphery but
from within Europe itself. He proposes a genealogy of Eurocentrism that accounts for the way modern
theories of Europe have marginalized the continent’s own southern region, portraying countries including
Greece, Italy, Spain, and Portugal as irrational, corrupt, and clan-based in comparison to the rational, civic-
minded nations of northern Europe. Dainotto argues that beginning with Montesquieu’s The Spirit of Laws
(1748), Europe not only defined itself against an “Oriental” other but also against elements within its own
borders: its South. He locates the roots of Eurocentrism in this disavowal; internalizing the other made it
possible to understand and explain Europe without reference to anything beyond its boundaries.

Dainotto synthesizes a vast array of literary, philosophical, and historical works by authors from different
parts of Europe. He scrutinizes theories that came to dominate thinking about the continent, including
Montesquieu’s invention of Europe’s north-south divide, Hegel’s “two Europes,” and Madame de Staël’s
idea of opposing European literatures: a modern one from the North, and a pre-modern one from the South.
At the same time, Dainotto brings to light counter-narratives written from Europe’s margins, such as the
Spanish Jesuit Juan Andrés’s suggestion that the origins of modern European culture were eastern rather than
northern and the Italian Orientalist Michele Amari’s assertion that the South was the cradle of a social
democracy brought to Europe via Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Williams:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Europe (in Theory). All type of
book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Juan Harrell:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Europe (in Theory) to read.

William Walker:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time those
information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Europe (in Theory) as your daily resource information.

Louise Denison:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Europe (in Theory) to make your own reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the publication
Europe (in Theory) can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of this time.
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