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The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man and Other Writings, by James Weldon Johnson, is part of the
Barnes & Noble Classics series, which offers quality editions at affordable prices to the student and the
general reader, including new scholarship, thoughtful design, and pages of carefully crafted extras. Here are
some of the remarkable features of Barnes & Noble Classics:

All editions are beautifully designed and are printed to superior specifications; some include illustrations of
historical interest. Barnes & Noble Classics pulls together a constellation of influences—biographical,
historical, and literary—to enrich each reader's understanding of these enduring works.
 
In his long career James Weldon Johnson established himself as a poet, composer, lawyer, diplomat,
educator, and journalist. Yet he wrote only one novel: The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man. Published
anonymously in 1912, it received scant notice until its reissue in 1927 at the height of the Harlem
Renaissance. A landmark in African-American writing, The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man was the
first black novel written in the first person, and a trailblazer for writers exploring racial ambiguity. It served
as an eloquent model for later writers ranging from Zora Neale Hurston to Richard Wright and Ralph
Ellison.

A coming-of-age story about a man whose light skin enables him to “pass” for white, The Autobiography of
an Ex-Colored Man describes a remarkable journey through the strata of black and white society at the turn
of the twentieth century. From a cigar factory in Jacksonville to an elite gambling club in New York, from
hobnobbing with European aristocrats to jamming with ragtime musicians, the unnamed narrator struggles to
forge an identity in a culture that recognizes nothing but color. At the end, he discovers that the decision to
pass brings its practitioners little more than a ruinous self-denial.
 
This edition also includes a selection of Johnson’s poetry and newspaper writings.
 
Noelle Morrissette is Lecturer of African-American Studies and English Literature at Yale University,
where she received her Ph.D. in 2002.
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From reader reviews:

Max Norris:

The book The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man and Other Writings (Barnes & Noble Classics Series)
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can
to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man and Other Writings (Barnes &
Noble Classics Series) to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and
read a publication The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man and Other Writings (Barnes & Noble Classics
Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Mary Andrade:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man and Other Writings
(Barnes & Noble Classics Series) book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You
will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man and Other
Writings (Barnes & Noble Classics Series) content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you
continue to thinking The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man and Other Writings (Barnes & Noble
Classics Series) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Angela Caves:

The reserve untitled The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man and Other Writings (Barnes & Noble
Classics Series) is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content
that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Autobiography of an Ex-
Colored Man and Other Writings (Barnes & Noble Classics Series) from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.

Carmen Vasquez:

The reserve with title The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man and Other Writings (Barnes & Noble
Classics Series) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after
read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented
the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.



This specific book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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