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In government, influence denotes one's ability to get others to act, think, or feel as one intends. A mayor who
persuades voters to approve a bond issue exercises influence. A businessman whose promises of support
induce a mayor to take action exercises influence. In Political Influence, Edward C. Banfield examines the
structures and dynamics of influence in determining who actually makes the decisions on vital issues in a
large metropolitan area. This edition includes an introduction by James Q. Wilson, who provides an
intellectual profile of Banfield and a review of his life and work.

Banfield locates his analysis in Chicago, focusing on a broad range of representative urban issues. An
introductory chapter defines Banfield's method through four leading questions: Who has influence and who
is subject to it? How does influence work? What are the terms upon which influence is expended? How is
action concerted by influence? Banfield's conceptual scheme is applied at three levels. He offers six case
studies of political influence, showing in considerable detail how influence was used in certain civic
controversies. Then Banfield interprets these case studies, drawing from them a set of low-level empirical
generalizations. At the third and highest level of generality, he explores the logical structure of significant
aspects of influence and recasts the empirical findings in analytical terms, developing theories that apply
generally to situations involving political influence. He also defines the key roles played by officeholders,
the newspapers, business interests, the city council and minority groups.

Political Influence is notable for its depth and sophistication. This rare combination of good reporting and
insightful analysis is essential reading for political scientists, urban affairs specialists, policymakers, and
sociologists.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Stiles:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled
Political Influence? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with
the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Ned Aguayo:

The publication untitled Political Influence is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so
the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of Political Influence from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Mary McClellan:

The guide with title Political Influence has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on
your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Belinda Bedard:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Political Influence to make your own reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to
make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Political Influence can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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