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Detective Fiction is a clear and compelling look at some of the best known, yet least-understood, characters
and texts of the modern day. Charles J. Rzepka traces the history of the genre from its modern beginnings in
the early eighteenth century, with the criminal broadsheets and 'true' crime stories of The Newgate Calendar,
to its present state of diversity, innovation, and worldwide diffusion, in a manner that students and scholars
alike will find readable and provocative.

The book focuses particularly on the relationship of detective fiction's emerging 'puzzle-element' to the
investigative methods of the nascent historical sciences, and to popular cultural attitudes toward history,
particularly in Great Britain and the United States. In addition, the author examines the specific impact of
urbanization, the rise of the professions, brain science, legal and social reform, war and economic
dislocation, class-consciousness, and changing concepts of race and gender. Extended close readings of the
classics of Detective Fiction in several 'Casebook' essays devoted to seminal works by Poe, Doyle, Sayers,
and Chandler show in detail how the genre has responded to these influences over the last century and a half.
They also serve to introduce students to a variety of current critical approaches.

Undergraduate students of Detective and Crime Fiction and of genre fiction in general, will find this book
essential reading.

'Cool, savvy, and utterly compelling: every page of Charles J. Rzepka's magnificent history of detective
fiction displays the forensic panache of the true connoisseur of murder. Commanding an unrivalled breadth
of reference and depth of insight, the book is a must-read for everyone interested in detective fiction.'

Nicholas Roe, University of St Andrews

'In this sustained analysis of the emergence and development of detective fiction in England and America,
Charles Rzepka has produced both a compelling cultural history and a skilful demonstration of what Poe
aptly called "the moral activity which disentangles". It will become an indispensable guide to serious
students of detective literature.'

Ronald R. Thomas, University of Puget Sound
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From reader reviews:

Karl Schueller:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Detective Fiction can be good book to read. May be it
is usually best activity to you.

Jean Cunningham:

Detective Fiction can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Detective Fiction but doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Kimberly Duda:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Detective Fiction can give you a lot of buddies because by you
looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps
your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's
have Detective Fiction.

Debra McGregor:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Detective Fiction was bright colored and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Detective Fiction has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun
and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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