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In this gracefully written, accessible and entertaining volume, John Semonche surveys censorship for reasons
of sex from the nineteenth century up to the present. He covers the various forms of American media?books
and periodicals, pictorial art, motion pictures, music and dance, and radio, television, and the Internet. The
tale is varied and interesting, replete with a stock of colorful characters such as Anthony Comstock, Mae
West, Theodore Dreiser, Marcel Duchamp, Opie and Anthony, Judy Blume, Jerry Falwell, Alfred Kinsey,
Hugh Hefner, and the Guerilla Girls. Covering the history of censorship of sexual ideas and images is one
way of telling the story of modern America, and Semonche tells that tale with insight and flair.

Despite the varieties of censorship, running from self-censorship to government bans, a common story is
told. Censorship, whether undertaken to ward off government regulation, to help preserve the social order, or
to protect the weak and vulnerable, proceeds on the assumption that the censor knows best and that limiting
the choices of media consumers is justified. At various times all of the following groups were perceived as
needing protection from sexually explicit materials: children, women, the lower classes, and foreigners. As
social and political conditions changed, however, the simple fact that someone was a woman or a day laborer
did not support stereotyping that person as weak or impressionable. What would remain as the only
acceptable rationale for censorship of sexual materials was the protection of children and unconsenting
adults.

For each mode of media, Semonche explains via abundant examples how and why censorship took place in
America. Censoring Sex also traces the story of how the cultural territory contested by those advocating and
opposing censorship has diminished over the course of the last two centuries. Yet, Semonche argues, the
censorship of sexual materials that continues in the United States poses a challenge to the free speech that is
part of the f
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From reader reviews:

Todd Grossi:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Censoring Sex: A Historical Journey Through
American Media will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Paulette Cantu:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Censoring Sex: A Historical Journey
Through American Media. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Laurie Riley:

The reserve with title Censoring Sex: A Historical Journey Through American Media has a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Lauren Allison:

You can find this Censoring Sex: A Historical Journey Through American Media by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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