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A passionate plea to preserve and renew public education, The Death and Life of the Great American School
System is a radical change of heart from one of America’s best-known education experts.

Diane Ravitch—former assistant secretary of education and a leader in the drive to create a national
curriculum—examines her career in education reform and repudiates positions that she once staunchly
advocated. Drawing on over forty years of research and experience, Ravitch critiques today’s most popular
ideas for restructuring schools, including privatization, standardized testing, punitive accountability, and the
feckless multiplication of charter schools. She shows conclusively why the business model is not an
appropriate way to improve schools. Using examples from major cities like New York, Philadelphia,
Chicago, Denver, and San Diego, Ravitch makes the case that public education today is in peril.

Ravitch includes clear prescriptions for improving America’s schools:
&endash;leave decisions about schools to educators, not politicians or businessmen

–devise a truly national curriculum that sets out what children in every grade should be learning

–expect charter schools to educate the kids who need help the most, not to compete with public schools

–pay teachers a fair wage for their work, not “merit pay” based on deeply flawed and unreliable test scores

–encourage family involvement in education from an early age

The Death and Life of the Great American School System is more than just an analysis of the state of play of
the American education system. It is a must-read for any stakeholder in the future of American schooling.
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From reader reviews:

David Boggs:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Death and Life of the
Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education. All type of book
would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Mark Blanding:

This book untitled The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are
Undermining Education to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail
store or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier
to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements
to past this book from your list.

Christopher Palmer:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are
Undermining Education your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The The
Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education
giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for
your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Michelle Morrow:

The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining
Education can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Death and Life of the Great American
School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education nevertheless doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be



considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.
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