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"Dan Jones has an enviable gift for telling a dramatic story while at the same time inviting us to
consider serious topics like liberty and the seeds of representative government." —Antonia Fraser

From the New York Times bestselling author of The Plantagenets, a lively, action-packed history of how the
Magna Carta came to be.
 
The Magna Carta is revered around the world as the founding document of Western liberty. Its
principles—even its language—can be found in our Bill of Rights and in the Constitution. But what was this
strange document and how did it gain such legendary status?

Dan Jones takes us back to the turbulent year of 1215, when, beset by foreign crises and cornered by a
growing domestic rebellion, King John reluctantly agree to fix his seal to a document that would change the
course of history. At the time of its creation the Magna Carta was just a peace treaty drafted by a group of
rebel barons who were tired of the king's high taxes, arbitrary justice, and endless foreign wars. The fragile
peace it established would last only two months, but its principles have reverberated over the centuries. 

Jones's riveting narrative follows the story of the Magna Carta's creation, its failure, and the war that
subsequently engulfed England, and charts the high points in its unespected afterlife. Reissued by King
John's successors it protected the Church, banned unlawful imprisonment, and set limits to the exercise of
royal power. It established the principle that taxation must be tied to representation and paved the way for the
creation of Parliament. 

In 1776 American patriots, inspired by that long-ago defiance, dared to pick up arms against another English
king and to demand even more far-reaching rights. We think of the Declaration of Independence as our
founding document but those who drafted it had their eye on the Magna Carta.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Colby McCray:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Magna Carta: The Birth of
Liberty book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Anthony Harrison:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Magna Carta: The Birth
of Liberty book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred
per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Roland Hall:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day
to reading a publication. The book Magna Carta: The Birth of Liberty it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read
this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Lowell Bohler:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is actually Magna Carta: The Birth of Liberty.
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