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John Jakes, often called the people's author and godfather of the historical novel, has made American history
come to life in his series The Kent Family Chronicles and The North and South Trilogy. Through these
novels, Jakes conveys the sweep of American history, both its glory and its grim scenes, from the American
Revolution to the opening moments of the 20th century. Never glossing over the nation's flaws (slavery,
materialism, a double-edged Manifest Destiny), Jakes nevertheless affirms American values. This is the first
full-length critical study of his work. It examines in detail Jakes' 13 major novels to date and assesses his
methods as America's history teacher.

In Part I, following a chapter on Jakes' life, Jones examines the early novels and Jakes' use of the genres of
historical fiction, the western, and the historical family sage. Part II, The Kent Family Chronicles, devotes an
individual chapter to each of the novels in this series, The Bastard, The Rebels, The Seekers, The Furies, The
Titans, The Warriors,

The Lawless, and The Americans. Part III, New Beginnings, features chapters on North and South, Love and
War, and Heaven and Hell, and chapters on California Gold and Homeland. The examination of each novel
in this study includes sections on plot development, character development, and thematic issues. Jones also
offers an alternative critical perspective from which to read each novel—such as feminist literary criticism,
New Historicism, Marxist criticism, and Deconstructionism—that gives the reader an alternative viewpoint
from which to consider the novel. A complete bibliography of all of John Jakes' work, works about John
Jakes, and a listing of reviews of all the novels examined in the book concludes the study.
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From reader reviews:

Corinne Parsons:

The feeling that you get from John Jakes: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers) could be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but John Jakes: A
Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having this kind of John Jakes: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) instantly.

Michael Mantz:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled John Jakes: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions
to Popular Contemporary Writers) can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Cynthia Haynes:

The reason why? Because this John Jakes: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item
but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or
you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as
help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book?
If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Luis Gonzalez:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book John Jakes: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions
to Popular Contemporary Writers) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book John Jakes: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored,



any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading that.
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