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On January 7 1943, the German Government, in order to free adult soldiers for frontline duty, ordered that all
male students of secondary schools born in 1926 and 1927 be drafted into anti-air craft service in the
homeland. Students were to arrive in batteries on February 18 1943.

After serving from one year (those born in 1926) to thirteen months (those born in 1927), the boys were
transferred into the Reich Labor Service and from there into the armed forces. They were replaced by boys
born in 1928 who served to the end of the war. About 200,000 boys became Flakhelfer. Most were called up
at sixteen, but many, like the author, Karl Heinz Schlesier, were only fifteen. The boys served in batteries of
light and heavy flak. Although the government insisted school programs continue for Flakhelfer, the effort
was a sham, especially where heavy bombing occurred.

Schlesier, a student of Rethel Gymnasium in Düsseldorf, served as Flakhelfer in the regions that suffered the
most numerous and heaviest air raids of the war in the Rhineland (Düsseldorf) and the Ruhr
(Recklinghausen). His is a coming of age story in a world gone mad, where a teenage boy launched shrapnel
into a sky filled with bombers, where Christmas-tree-like flares marked cities about to burn, where working
beside Russian POWs, protecting industries with slave labor, courting a girl among bombed-out ruins, and
spending leave with family hiding in claustrophobic bomb shelters was unremarkable, as was finally being
thrown, unprepared, into a disintegrating frontline only fifty kilometers from his childhood home.

The memoir is based solely on Schlesier's diary notes and memories of that period. He has consciously
avoided including what he learned after the war. His views, opinions, and interpretations of events are from
inside the Germany of that time. If some are inconvenient today, they mirror the chaos of the world he
experienced. Then, to live or not to live was accidental.

Schlesier wrote this memoir as an old man in response to a granddaughter's question about what he did in the
war. This is his answer. Perhaps, he also gives a voice to the silent generation of boys born in Germany in
1926 and 1927. This generation has been silent because the horror it knew pales in comparison to the horror
of the Holocaust.

REVIEWS

“Another outstanding book told as it is, warts ‘n’ all with all the tears and snot and mud and filth you’d
expect from a boy at war in Nazi Germany. Again, to me, this is history told by those who were actually
there and that simply can’t be beaten. It’s graphic, funny, sad and tragic and yet somehow it’s written in such
a way as to be relevant and relatable.” War History Online Featured Flakhelfer to Grenadier as one of its top
5 books of 2014.

“An excellent book, well worth reading for an insight into the war experience of a German boy.” Everyone’s
War: The Journal of the Second World War Experience Centre
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From reader reviews:

Sandra McLean:

The book Flakhelfer to Grenadier: Memoir of a Boy Soldier, 1943-1945 can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Flakhelfer to
Grenadier: Memoir of a Boy Soldier, 1943-1945? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share
all of these. Book Flakhelfer to Grenadier: Memoir of a Boy Soldier, 1943-1945 has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Paul Williams:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work is difficult
job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you
answer could be Flakhelfer to Grenadier: Memoir of a Boy Soldier, 1943-1945 why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Willie McCorkle:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top record in your reading list is usually Flakhelfer to Grenadier: Memoir of a Boy Soldier, 1943-1945.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Kevin Miller:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet.
Every year was exactly added. This book Flakhelfer to Grenadier: Memoir of a Boy Soldier, 1943-1945 was
filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you wanted.
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