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This intimately researched work tells the story of the thousand-plus Depression-era civilian contractors who
came to Wake Island, a remote Pacific atoll, in 1941 to build an air station for the U.S. Navy. Author Gilbert
charts the contractors' hard-won progress as they scramble to build the naval base as well as runways for
U.S. Army Air Corps B-17 Flying Fortresses while war clouds gather over the Pacific. Five hours after their
attack on Pearl Harbor, the Japanese struck Wake Island, which was now isolated from assistance. The
undermanned Marine Corps garrison, augmented by civilian-contractor volunteers, fought back against
repeated enemy attacks, at one point thwarting a massive landing assault. The atoll was under siege for two
weeks as its defenders continued to hope for the U.S. Navy to come to their rescue. Finally succumbing to an
overwhelming amphibious attack, the surviving Americans, military and civilian, were taken prisoner. While
most were shipped off to Japanese POW camps for slave labor, a number of the civilians were retained as
workers on occupied Wake. Later in the war the last ninety-eight Americans were brutally massacred by
their captors. The civilian contractors who had risked distance and danger for well-paying jobs ended up
paying a steep price: their freedom and, for many, their lives. Written by the daughter and granddaughter of
civilians who served on Wake Island, Building for War sheds new light on why the United States was taken
by surprise in December 1941 and shines a spotlight on the little-known, virtually forgotten story of a group
of civilian workers and their families whose lives were forever changed by the events on the tiny atoll that is
Wake. Bonita Gilbert has an MA in history from the University of Oregon and teaches history at North Idaho
College. Bonnie and her husband live in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho.

REVIEWS

“…is a fine addition to the literature of the pre-war Pacific, giving an insight into the relative late and
haphazard preparations by the United States to fortify and upgrade its island possessions. But it adds an
important human element – the story of the civilian contractors trapped on an island in a war for which they
never signed up.” Robert Hanyok, Pacific War Historian ”Building for War is meticulously documented in
primary sources and archival collections, but never suffers from the pedantic style all-too-commonly found
in academic treatises. Indeed, the book is by turns intriguing, informative, gripping, and at times very
moving. The defenders, civil and military, who fought on Wake are well-memorialized in this highly
recommended and definitive study. “ Naval Historical Foundation As the nephew of one of the civilian
contractors taken prisoner, enslaved and eventually murdered on Wake Island during World War II, I read
Bonnie Gilbert’s Building for War hoping to learn something about the Uncle I never met. This book greatly
exceeded my expectations. It is meticulously documented, delightfully well written, and intimately personal
… paints a vivid picture of these events. It rings true, corroborated by impeccable historical research. It
should be read by everyone with a personal connection with the war in the Pacific and by anyone seeking a
deeper understanding of the life and times of those who lived through it or died in it Reviewed by Ronald J.
Wilper (nephew of Redmond J. “Jim” Wilper – one of the forgotten 98)
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Kirkland:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Building for War: The Epic Saga of the Civilian
Contractors and Marines of Wake Island in World War II. You can choose the best book if you love reading
a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book Building for War: The Epic Saga of the
Civilian Contractors and Marines of Wake Island in World War II. You can add information and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Roderick Grubb:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Building for War: The
Epic Saga of the Civilian Contractors and Marines of Wake Island in World War II book as beginner and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Robert Williams:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them
is this Building for War: The Epic Saga of the Civilian Contractors and Marines of Wake Island in World
War II.

John Fouts:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book Building for War: The Epic Saga of the Civilian Contractors and Marines of Wake
Island in World War II we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become



creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life with that book Building for War: The Epic Saga of the Civilian
Contractors and Marines of Wake Island in World War II. You can more attractive than now.
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