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J. B. Kennedy argues that Plato's dialogues have an unsuspected musical structure and use symbols to encode
Pythagorean doctrines. The followers of Pythagoras famously thought that the cosmos had a hidden musical
structure and that wise philosophers would be able to hear this harmony of the spheres. Kennedy shows that
Plato gave his dialogues a similar, hidden musical structure. He divided each dialogue into twelve parts and
inserted symbols at each twelfth to mark a musical note. These passages are relatively harmonious or
dissonant, and so traverse the ups and downs of a known musical scale. Many of Plato's ancient followers
insisted that Plato used symbols to conceal his own views within the dialogues, but modern scholars have
denied this. Kennedy, an expert in Pythagorean mathematics and music theory, now shows that Plato's
dialogues do contain a system of symbols. Scholarsin the humanities, without knowledge of obsolete Greek
mathematics, would not have been able to detect these musical patterns. This book begins with a concise and
accessible introduction to Plato's symbolic schemes and the role of allegory in ancient times. The following
chapters then annotate the musical symbolsin two of Plato's most popular dialogues, the Symposium and
Euthyphro, and show that Plato used the musical scale as an outline for structuring his narratives.
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From reader reviews:
Jaleesa Greenwood:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?

Y es, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Musical
Structure of Plato's Dialogues? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou aready know beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have other opinion?

Javier Link:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the erawhich is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Musical Structure of Plato's
Diaoguesis our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Marquita Oswald:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word writtenin a
reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The The
Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues giving you ancther experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful details for your better lifein thisera. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Elvia Ecklund:

Within this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
specia than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to
doisjust spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. On the list of booksin the
top listing in your reading list is definitely The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues. This book which can
be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up
and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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