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Kate Chopin was a nationally acclaimed short story artist of the local-color school when, in 1899 she
shocked the American reading public with THE AWAKENING, a novel that much resembles MADAME
BOVARY. Though the critics praised the artistic excellence of the book, it was generally condemned for its
objective treatment of the sensuous, independent heroine. Deeply hurt by the censure, Mrs. Chopin wrote
little more and became largely forgotten. For decades, the few critics who did remember her concentrated on
the regional aspects of her work. In the LITERERY HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES, where Chopin
is highly praised as a local colorist, THE AWAKENING is not even mentioned. In the 70s, however, a few
critics began giving new attention to the novel, emphasizing its courageous realism. In KATE CHOPIN: A
CRITICAL BIOGRAPHY, Mr. Seyersted uses her total oeuvre to present an extensive re-examination of
both the life and work of the author, including previously unknown stories, letters, and a diary. Chopin was a
much more ambitious and purposeful writer than previously thought. From the beginning, her special theme
was female self-assertion. As each new success increased her self-confidence, she grew more and more
daring in her descriptions of emancipated women wanting to dictate their own lives. Mr. Seyersted traces the
author's growth as an artist and as a penetrating interpreter of the female condition, and shows how her career
culminated in THE AWAKENING and the unknown story "The Storm." With these works, which were
decades ahead of their time, Kate Chopin takes her place among the important American realist writers of the
1890's.
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From reader reviews:

Velda Thornley:

The reason why? Because this Kate Chopin: A Critical Biography (Southern Literary Studies) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go
to the e-book store hurriedly.

Gregory Kile:

Kate Chopin: A Critical Biography (Southern Literary Studies) can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing Kate Chopin: A Critical Biography (Southern Literary Studies) however doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This
great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Sean Martinez:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Kate Chopin: A Critical Biography
(Southern Literary Studies) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Russell Howell:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Kate Chopin: A Critical Biography (Southern Literary Studies) when you
desired it?
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