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In Health Care in America, historian John C. Burnham describes changes over four centuries of medicine
and public health in America. Beginning with seventeenth-century concerns over personal and neighborhood
illnesses, Burnham concludes with the arrival of a new epoch in American medicine and health care at the
turn of the twenty-first century.

From the 1600s through the 1990s, Americans turned to a variety of healers, practices, and institutions in
their efforts to prevent and survive epidemics of smallpox, yellow fever, cholera, influenza, polio, and AIDS.
Health care workers in all periods attended births and deaths and cared for people who had injuries,
disabilities, and chronic diseases.

Drawing on primary sources, classic scholarship, and a vast body of recent literature in the history of
medicine and public health, Burnham finds that traditional healing, care, and medicine dominated the United
States until the late nineteenth century, when antiseptic/aseptic surgery and germ theory initiated an
intellectual, social, and technical transformation. He divides the age of modern medicine into several eras:
physiological medicine (1910s–1930s), antibiotics (1930s–1950s), technology (1950s–1960s), environmental
medicine (1970s–1980s), and, beginning around 1990, genetic medicine. The cumulating developments in
each era led to today’s radically altered doctor-patient relationship and the insistent questions that swirl
around the financial cost of health care.

Burnham’s sweeping narrative makes sense of medical practice, medical research, and human frailties and
foibles, opening the door to a new understanding of our current concerns.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Riggs:

The book Health Care in America: A History make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Health Care in America: A History being
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Health Care in
America: A History. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

David Bostick:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Health Care in
America: A History book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Ronald Meyers:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Health Care in America:
A History, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge
can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Tara Payton:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day
to reading a guide. The book Health Care in America: A History it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.
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