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In a lively account of the American tuna industry over the past century, celebrated food writer and scholar
Andrew F. Smith relates how tuna went from being sold primarily as a fertilizer to becoming the most
commonly consumed fish in the country. In American Tuna, the so-called “chicken of the sea” is both the
subject and the backdrop for other facets of American history: U.S. foreign policy, immigration and
environmental politics, and dietary trends.

Smith recounts how tuna became a popular low-cost high-protein food beginning in 1903, when the first can
rolled off the assembly line. By 1918, skyrocketing sales made it one of America’s most popular seafoods. In
the decades that followed, the American tuna industry employed thousands, yet at at mid-century production
started to fade. Concerns about toxic levels of methylmercury, by-catch issues, and over-harvesting all
contributed to the demise of the industry today, when only three major canned tuna brands exist in the United
States, all foreign owned. A remarkable cast of characters— fishermen, advertisers, immigrants, epicures,
and environmentalists, among many others—populate this fascinating chronicle of American tastes and the
forces that influence them.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Gibson:

This American Tuna: The Rise and Fall of an Improbable Food (California Studies in Food and Culture)
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This American Tuna: The Rise and Fall of an
Improbable Food (California Studies in Food and Culture) without we realize teach the one who studying it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry American Tuna: The Rise and Fall of an
Improbable Food (California Studies in Food and Culture) can bring if you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
American Tuna: The Rise and Fall of an Improbable Food (California Studies in Food and Culture) having
fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Patrice Reese:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This American Tuna: The Rise and Fall of
an Improbable Food (California Studies in Food and Culture) is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Kenneth Rogers:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the book untitled American Tuna: The Rise and Fall of an Improbable Food
(California Studies in Food and Culture) can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Jerry Bell:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the
book American Tuna: The Rise and Fall of an Improbable Food (California Studies in Food and Culture) we
can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life



with this book American Tuna: The Rise and Fall of an Improbable Food (California Studies in Food and
Culture). You can more desirable than now.
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