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This work explores the history of life-extensionism in the 20th century. The term life-extensionism is meant
to describe an ideological system professing that radical life extension (far beyond the present life
expectancy) is desirable on ethical grounds and is possible to achieve through conscious scientific efforts.
This work examines major lines of life-extensionist thought, in chronological order, over the course of the
20th century, while focusing on central seminal works representative of each trend and period, by such
authors as Elie Metchnikoff, Bernard Shaw, Alexis Carrel, Alexander Bogomolets and others. Their works
are considered in their social and intellectual context, as parts of a larger contemporary social and ideological
discourse, associated with major political upheavals and social and economic patterns. The following
national contexts are considered: France (Chapter One), Germany, Austria, Romania and Switzerland
(Chapter Two), Russia (Chapter Three), the US and UK (Chapter Four). This work pursues three major aims.
The first is to attempt to identify and trace throughout the century several generic biomedical methods whose
development or applications were associated with radical hopes for life-extension. Beyond mere hopefulness,
this work argues, the desire to radically prolong human life often constituted a formidable, though hardly
ever acknowledged, motivation for biomedical research and discovery. It will be shown that novel fields of
biomedical science often had their origin in far-reaching pursuits of radical life extension. The dynamic
dichotomy between reductionist and holistic methods will be emphasized. The second goal is to investigate
the ideological and socio-economic backgrounds of the proponents of radical life extension, in order to
determine how ideology and economic conditions motivated the life-extensionists and how it affected the
science they pursued. For that purpose, the biographies and key writings of several prominent longevity
advocates are studied. Their specific ideological premises (attitudes toward religion and progress, pessimism
or optimism regarding human perfectibility, and ethical imperatives) as well as their socioeconomic
conditions (the ability to conduct and disseminate research in a specific social or economic milieu) are
examined in an attempt to find out what conditions have encouraged or discouraged life-extensionist thought.
This research argues for the inherent adjustability of life-extensionism, as a particular form of scientific
enterprise, to particular prevalent state ideologies. The third, more general, aim is to collect a broad register
of life-extensionist works, and, based on that register, to establish common traits and goals definitive of life-
extensionism, such as valuation of life and constancy, despite all the diversity of methods and ideologies
professed. This work will contribute to the understanding of extreme expectations associated with
biomedical progress that have been scarcely investigated by biomedical history.
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From reader reviews:

Willard Sarvis:

The actual book A History of Life-Extensionism in the Twentieth Century will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book A History of Life-Extensionism in the
Twentieth Century is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Anna Snyder:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book A History of Life-Extensionism in the Twentieth Century it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
features high quality.

Jeremy Bryant:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping A History of Life-Extensionism in
the Twentieth Century that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how
they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit,
you can pick A History of Life-Extensionism in the Twentieth Century become your personal starter.

George Hoffman:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A History of Life-Extensionism in the
Twentieth Century can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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