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At seven o'clock in the morning on February 21, 1916, the ground in northern France began to shake. For the
next ten hours, twelve hundred German guns showered shells on a salient in French lines. The massive
weight of explosives collapsed dugouts, obliterated trenches, severed communication wires, and drove men
mad. As the barrage lifted, German troops moved forward, darting from shell crater to shell crater. The battle
of Verdun had begun.

In Verdun, historian Paul Jankowski provides the definitive account of the iconic battle of World War I. A
leading expert on the French past, Jankowski combines the best of traditional military history-its emphasis
on leaders, plans, technology, and the contingency of combat-with the newer social and cultural approach,
stressing the soldier's experience, the institutional structures of the military, and the impact of war on
national memory. Unusually, this book draws on deep research in French and German archives; this mastery
of sources in both languages gives Verdun unprecedented authority and scope. In many ways, Jankowski
writes, the battle represents a conundrum. It has an almost unique status among the battles of the Great War;
and yet, he argues, it was not decisive, sparked no political changes, and was not even the bloodiest episode
of the conflict. It is said that Verdun made France, he writes; but the question should be, What did France
make of Verdun? Over time, it proved to be the last great victory of French arms, standing on their own.
And, for France and Germany, the battle would symbolize the terror of industrialized warfare, "a
technocratic Moloch devouring its children," where no advance or retreat was possible, yet national
resources poured in ceaselessly, perpetuating slaughter indefinitely.
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From reader reviews:

James Dickens:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
These are reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Verdun: The Longest Battle of the Great War.

Hector Duggan:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new information. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you
more imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Verdun: The Longest Battle of the Great War, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Jason Bradley:

The guide with title Verdun: The Longest Battle of the Great War has a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Joseph Mesta:

This Verdun: The Longest Battle of the Great War is completely new way for you who has interest to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Verdun: The Longest
Battle of the Great War can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone,
yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this
guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
as well as knowledge.
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