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Young provides an overview of the fascinating natural and human history of one of the world’s most
intriguing commodities: chocolate. Cultivated for over 1,000 years in Latin America and the starting point
for millions of tons of chocolate annually consumed worldwide, cacao beans have been used for beverages,
as currency, and for regional trade. After the Spanish brought the delectable secret of the cacao tree back to
Europe in the late 16th century, its seeds created and fed an insatiable worldwide appetite for chocolate.
 The Chocolate Tree chronicles the natural and cultural history of Theobroma cacao and explores its
ecological niche. Tracing cacao’s journey out of the rain forest, into pre-Columbian gardens, and then onto
plantations adjacent to rain forests, Young describes the production of this essential crop, the environmental
price of Europeanized cultivation, and ways that current reclamation efforts for New World rain forests can
improve the natural ecology of the cacao tree. Amid encounters with sloths, toucans, butterflies, giant
tarantula hawk wasps, and other creatures found in cacao groves, Young identifies a tiny fly that provides a
vital link between the chocolate tree and its original rain forest habitat. This discovery leads him to conclude
that cacao trees in cultivation today may have lost their original insect pollinators due to the plant’s long
history of agricultural manipulation.
In addition to basic natural history of the cacao tree and the relationship between cacao production systems
and the preservation of the rain forest, Young also presents a history of the use of cacao, from the
archaeological evidence of Mesoamerica to contemporary evidence of the relationship between chocolate
consumption and mental and physical health.
A rich concoction of cultural and natural history, archaeological evidence, botanical research, environmental
activism, and lush descriptions of a contemporary adventurer’s encounters with tropical wonders, The
Chocolate Tree offers an appreciation of the plant and the environment that provide us with this Mayan
“food of the gods.”           
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From reader reviews:

William Mayer:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question since
just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this The Chocolate Tree: A Natural History of Cacao to read.

Michael Collins:

The actual book The Chocolate Tree: A Natural History of Cacao will bring you to the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study,
this book very suited to you. The book The Chocolate Tree: A Natural History of Cacao is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Trevor Cianciolo:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Chocolate Tree: A Natural History of
Cacao, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Robert Oshea:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book The
Chocolate Tree: A Natural History of Cacao we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book The Chocolate Tree: A Natural History of
Cacao. You can more appealing than now.
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