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Imagination ablaze: 750 years on from Dante's birth, William Blake's spectacular illustrationsto The
Divine Comedy

Celebrated around the world as aliterary monument, The Divine Comedy, completed in 1321 and written by
Dante Alighieri (1265-1321) iswidely considered the greatest work ever composed in the Italian language.
The epic poem describes Dante's journey through Hell, Purgatory, and Heaven, representing, on a deeper
level, the soul's path towards salvation.

In the last few years of hislife, Romantic poet and artist William Blake (1757-1827) produced 102
illustrationsfor Dante’s masterwor k, from pencil sketches to finished watercolors. Like Dante's sweeping
poem, Blake's drawings range from scenes of infernal suffering to celestial light, from horrifying human
disfigurement to the perfection of physical form. While faithful to the text, Blake also brought his own
perspective to some of Dante's central themes.

Today, Blake'sillustrations, left in various stages of completion at the time of his death, are dispersed among
seven different institutions. This TASCHEN edition brings these works together again, alongside key
excerpts from Dante's masterpiece. Two introductory essays consider Dante and Blake, as well as other
major artists who have been inspired by The Divine Comedy, including Sandro Botticelli, Michelangel o,
Eugéne Delacroix, Gustave Doré and Auguste Rodin.

With a closereading of Blake' sillustrations, and 14 fold-out spreadsto alow the most delicate of details

to dazzle, thisis a breathtaking encounter with two of the finest artistic talentsin history, aswell aswith
such universal themes as love, guilt, punishment, revenge, and redemption.
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From reader reviews:
Noah Hansdll:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what one you should start with. This William Blake: The Drawings for Dante's Divine
Comedy is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and wishiin thisera

Susan Ford:

Typically the book William Blake: The Drawings for Dante's Divine Comedy will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. In case you try to find
new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book William Blake: The Drawings for Dante's
Divine Comedy is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Marlene Clabaugh:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games al day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity thisislook
different you can read some sort of book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book William Blake: The Drawings for Dante's Divine
Comedy it is rather good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
actual e-book. Y ou can mQOore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The priceis not to cover
but this book features high quality.

Kim Nielsen:

Isit you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This William Blake: The Drawings for Dante's
Divine Comedy can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are thus out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?
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