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In this impressively researched and highly original work, Paul Lucier explains how science became an
integral part of American technology and industry in the nineteenth century. Scientists and Swindlers
introduces us to a new service of professionals: the consulting scientists. Lucier follows these entrepreneurial
men of science on their wide-ranging commercial engagements from the shores of Nova Scotia to the coast
of California and shows how their innovative work fueled the rapid growth of the American coal and oil
industries and the rise of American geology and chemistry. Along the way, he explores the decisive battles
over expertise and authority, the high-stakes court cases over patenting research, the intriguing and often
humorous exploits of swindlers, and the profound ethical challenges of doing science for money.

Starting with the small surveying businesses of the 1830s and reaching to the origins of applied science in
the 1880s, Lucier recounts the complex and curious relations that evolved as geologists, chemists, capitalists,
and politicians worked to establish scientific research as a legitimate, regularly compensated, and respected
enterprise. This sweeping narrative enriches our understanding of how the rocks beneath our feet became
invaluable resources for science, technology, and industry.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Murphy:

This Scientists and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in America, 1820-1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies in
the History of Technology) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will
get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific
Scientists and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in America, 1820-1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the
History of Technology) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Scientists and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in America,
1820-1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) can bring when you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Scientists and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in America, 1820-1890 (Johns Hopkins
Studies in the History of Technology) having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

Linda Gabriel:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Scientists and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in America, 1820-1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the
History of Technology) will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Rebecca Esquivel:

Beside this Scientists and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in America, 1820-1890 (Johns Hopkins
Studies in the History of Technology) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Scientists
and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in America, 1820-1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of
Technology) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from today!

Janelle Ramirez:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition



native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the
book Scientists and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in America, 1820-1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies
in the History of Technology) we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become
creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life with this book Scientists and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in
America, 1820-1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology). You can more pleasing than
now.
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