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For a century and a half, Abraham Lincoln's signing of the Emancipation Proclamation has been the
dominant narrative of African American freedom in the Civil War era. However, David Williams suggests
that this portrayal marginalizes the role that African American slaves played in freeing themselves. At the
Civil War's outset, Lincoln made clear his intent was to save the Union rather than free slaves - despite his
personal distaste for slavery, he claimed no authority to interfere with the institution. By the second year of
the war, though, when the Union army was in desperate need of black support, former slaves who escaped to
Union lines struck a bargain: they would fight for the Union if it committed itself to freedom. Williams
importantly demonstrates that freedom was not simply the absence of slavery but rather a dynamic process
enacted by self-emancipated African American refugees, which compelled Lincoln to modify his war aims
and place black freedom at the center of his wartime policies.
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Smith:

The book I Freed Myself: African American Self-Emancipation in the Civil War Era make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book
I Freed Myself: African American Self-Emancipation in the Civil War Era to get your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a book I Freed Myself: African
American Self-Emancipation in the Civil War Era. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Martha Silva:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book I Freed Myself: African
American Self-Emancipation in the Civil War Era seemed to be making you to know about other know-how
and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve I Freed Myself:
African American Self-Emancipation in the Civil War Era is not only giving you far more new information
but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship using the book I Freed Myself: African American Self-Emancipation in the Civil
War Era. You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Lucia Stevenson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific I Freed Myself:
African American Self-Emancipation in the Civil War Era book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Luis Gonzalez:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and I Freed Myself: African American Self-
Emancipation in the Civil War Era or others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside



science publication, any other book likes I Freed Myself: African American Self-Emancipation in the Civil
War Era to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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