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An insightful look at representations of women’s bodies and female authority.

This work explores Edith Wharton's career-long concern with a 19th-century visual culture that limited
female artistic agency and expression. Wharton repeatedly invoked the visual arts--especially
painting&#151as a medium for revealing the ways that women's bodies have been represented (as passive,
sexualized, infantalized, sickly, dead). Well-versed in the Italian masters, Wharton made special use of the
art of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, particularly its penchant for producing not portraits of individual
women but instead icons onto whose bodies male desire is superimposed.

Emily Orlando contends that while Wharton's early work presents women enshrined by men through art, the
middle and later fiction shifts the seat of power to women. From Lily Bart in The House of Mirth to Undine
Spragg in The Custom of the Country and Ellen Olenska in The Age of Innocence, women evolve from
victims to vital agents, securing for themselves a more empowering and satisfying relationship to art and to
their own identities.

Orlando also studies the lesser-known short stories and novels, revealing Wharton’s re-workings of texts by
Browning, Poe, Balzac, George Eliot, Sir Joshua Reynolds, and, most significantly, Dante Gabriel Rossetti.
Edith Wharton and the Visual Arts is the first extended study to examine the presence in Wharton's fiction of
the Pre-Raphaelite poetry and painting of Rossetti and his muses, notably Elizabeth Siddall and Jane Morris.
Wharton emerges as one of American literature's most gifted inter-textual realists, providing a vivid lens
through which to view issues of power, resistance, and social change as they surface in American literature
and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Dubois:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Edith Wharton and the Visual Arts (Amer Lit Realism &
Naturalism). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important the book Edith Wharton and the Visual Arts (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Dewey Newkirk:

The book Edith Wharton and the Visual Arts (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Edith Wharton and the Visual Arts (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism)? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It
is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Edith Wharton and the Visual Arts
(Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can search the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Luis Vargas:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Edith Wharton and the Visual
Arts (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism).

Carlie Manson:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Edith Wharton and the Visual Arts (Amer Lit
Realism & Naturalism) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
impression about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
learn it. Beside that the book Edith Wharton and the Visual Arts (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) can to be
your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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