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Every year, children and adults alike take to the streets dressed as witches, demons, animals, celebrities, and
more. They carve pumpkins and play pranks, and the braver ones watch scary movies and go on ghost tours.
There are parades, fireworks displays, cornfield mazes, and haunted houses—and, most important, copious
amounts of bite-sized candy. The popularity of Halloween has spread around the globe to places as diverse
as Russia, China, and Japan, but its association with death and the supernatural and its inevitable
commercialization has made it one of our most misunderstood holidays. How did it become what it is today?
 
In Trick or Treat, Halloween aficionado Lisa Morton provides a thorough history of this spooky day. She
begins by looking at how holidays like the Celtic Samhain, a Gaelic harvest festival, have blended with the
British Guy Fawkes Day and the Catholic All Souls’ Day to produce the modern Halloween, and she
explains how the holiday was reborn in America, where costumes and trick-or-treat rituals have become new
customs. Morton takes into account the influence of related but independent holidays, especially the Mexican
Day of the Dead, as well as the explosion in popularity of haunted attractions and the impact of such events
as 9/11 and the economic recession on the celebration today. Trick or Treat also examines the effect
Halloween has had on popular culture through the literary works of Washington Irving and Ray Bradbury,
films like Halloween and The Nightmare Before Christmas, and television shows such as Buffy the Vampire
Slayer and The Simpsons.
 
Considering the holiday in the context of its worldwide popularity for the first time, this book will be a treat
for any Halloween lover.
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From reader reviews:

Cody Smith:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Trick or Treat: A History of Halloween. Try to stumble through book
Trick or Treat: A History of Halloween as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

George Eichner:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Trick or Treat: A
History of Halloween? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
different opinion?

Rebecca Moreno:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Trick or Treat: A History of
Halloween to read.

Lisa Sullivan:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Trick or Treat: A History of Halloween is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want
in this era.
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