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In this original, colorful history of "business unionism," Paul Buhle explains how trade union leaders in the
United States became remote from the workers they claimed to represent as they allied with the very
corporate executives and government officials who persistently opposed labor's interests.

At the center of the tale are three of the most powerful labor leaders of the past century: Samuel Gompers,
George Meany, and Lane Kirkland, successive presidents of the American Federation of Labor and its
descendent, the AFL-CIO. Many other labor leaders, from John L. Lewis to Walter Reuther, receive in-depth
treatment.

Taking Care of Business demonstrates how a union hierarchy heavily populated by former radicals
thwarted women and people of color from joining unions, suppressed shop floor militance, and colluded with
business and government at home and abroad. Buhle shows how these leaders defeated generations of radical
union members who sought a more democratic, class-based approach for the movement.
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From reader reviews:

Corrine Switzer:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important usually. The book Taking Care of Business: Samuel Gompers, George
Meany, Lane Kirkland, and the Tragedy of American Labor seemed to be making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Taking
Care of Business: Samuel Gompers, George Meany, Lane Kirkland, and the Tragedy of American Labor is
not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Taking Care of
Business: Samuel Gompers, George Meany, Lane Kirkland, and the Tragedy of American Labor. You never
feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Gabriel Reed:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Taking Care of Business: Samuel Gompers, George Meany, Lane Kirkland, and the Tragedy of American
Labor your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious
for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one type
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Taking Care of Business: Samuel
Gompers, George Meany, Lane Kirkland, and the Tragedy of American Labor giving you one more
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era.
So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you
are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out
spare time activity?

Lisa Yates:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Taking Care of Business: Samuel Gompers,
George Meany, Lane Kirkland, and the Tragedy of American Labor reserve written by well-known writer we
are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still question Taking Care of Business: Samuel Gompers, George Meany, Lane Kirkland,
and the Tragedy of American Labor as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is
one reserve that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense
to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Henry Taylor:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Taking Care of Business: Samuel



Gompers, George Meany, Lane Kirkland, and the Tragedy of American Labor is simple bringing you can
read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring often
the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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