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In 1945, both the U.S. State Department and U.S. Intelligence saw Czechoslovakia as the master key to the
balance of power in Europe and as a chessboard for the power-game between East and West. Washington
believed that the political scene in Prague was the best available indicator of whether the United States
would be able to coexist with Joseph Stalin's Soviet Union.

In this book, Igor Lukes illuminates the end of World War II and the early stages of the Cold War in Prague,
showing why the United States failed to prevent Czechoslovakia from being absorbed into the Soviet bloc.
He draws on documents from archives in the United States and the Czech Republic, on the testimonies of
high ranking officers who served in the U.S. Embassy from 1945 to 1948, and on unpublished manuscripts,
diaries, and memoirs.

Exploiting this wealth of evidence, Lukes paints a critical portrait of Ambassador Laurence Steinhardt. He
shows that Steinhardt's groundless optimism caused Washington to ignore clear signs that democracy in
Czechoslovakia was in trouble. Although U.S. Intelligence officials who served in Prague were committed to
the mission of gathering information and protecting democracy, they were defeated by the Czech and Soviet
clandestine services that proved to be more shrewd, innovative, and eager to win. Indeed, Lukes reveals that
a key American officer may have been turned by the Russians. For all these reasons, when the Communists
moved to impose their dictatorship, the U.S. Embassy and its CIA section were unprepared and powerless.

The fall of Czechoslovakia in 1948 helped deepen Cold War tensions for decades to come. Vividly written
and filled with colorful portraits of the key participants, On the Edge of the Cold War offers an authoritative
account of this key foreign policy debacle.
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From reader reviews:

David Marx:

This On the Edge of the Cold War: American Diplomats and Spies in Postwar Prague book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read
a lot of information you will get. That On the Edge of the Cold War: American Diplomats and Spies in
Postwar Prague without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't become worry On the Edge of the Cold War: American Diplomats and Spies in Postwar
Prague can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you
can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This On the Edge of the Cold War: American Diplomats
and Spies in Postwar Prague having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

John Ashcraft:

This On the Edge of the Cold War: American Diplomats and Spies in Postwar Prague are reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this On the Edge of the Cold War:
American Diplomats and Spies in Postwar Prague can be one of many great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that might be will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this On the Edge of the Cold War: American
Diplomats and Spies in Postwar Prague giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Carlos Pollard:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject On the Edge of
the Cold War: American Diplomats and Spies in Postwar Prague suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled On the Edge of the Cold War: American
Diplomats and Spies in Postwar Pragueis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This kind
of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Jeremy Reed:

Often the book On the Edge of the Cold War: American Diplomats and Spies in Postwar Prague has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored



by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.
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