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National symbols—flags, national anthems, monuments, currencies, capital structures, cultural icons, and
public holidays, to name a few—are tricky cultural signposts, for they preserve not only the “victorious”
definitions promoted by the nation but also the fossilized debates and controversies that have crystallized
around these symbols over decades or, in some cases, centuries. Through close readings of national symbols,
we can discover challenges to a perceived consensus—challenges that may have been silenced permanently,
or for a time, but which may surface again when political or cultural circumstances are more favorable to
their cause.

This volume illuminates the rich insights national symbols offer into the historical process by which certain
groups inscribe their interpretation of a nation’s identity and collective memory at a given time period as
well as how these narratives are gradually transformed as the power to “tell the national tale” shifts from one
political group to another.

The essays in this volume represent four continents and nine countries and include such topics as the
interface of the religious and the secular in national narratives in Israel, the Balkans, and Northern Ireland;
the question of the demise, survival, or resurrection of national symbols as the nation itself undergoes
fundamental changes in Germany and Russia; fluid counter traditions in the American South; the multivalent
figure of the Argentinean gaucho; the different uses various societal groups make of national monuments
such as the Lincoln Memorial; the instability of certain national symbols, as exemplified by the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier in Cairo; and, finally, perhaps the most monumental act of symbolic re-inscription, the re-
founding of the capital of Sri Lanka in Sri Jayawardhanapura-Kotte.

Collectively, the contributions in this volume demonstrate that, however “perennial” or “organic” their
national symbols may appear to the citizens of any given nation at any given time, these symbols are subject,
over time, to continual challenges, changes in signification, and, in extreme cases, loss of valuation or
replacement.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Tawney:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for all of us. The book National Symbols, Fractured Identities: Contesting
the National Narrative (Middlebury Bicentennial Series in International Studies) was making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book
National Symbols, Fractured Identities: Contesting the National Narrative (Middlebury Bicentennial Series
in International Studies) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship together with the book National Symbols, Fractured Identities: Contesting the National Narrative
(Middlebury Bicentennial Series in International Studies). You never experience lose out for everything in
the event you read some books.

Peggy Mitchum:

Here thing why this specific National Symbols, Fractured Identities: Contesting the National Narrative
(Middlebury Bicentennial Series in International Studies) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food
or not. National Symbols, Fractured Identities: Contesting the National Narrative (Middlebury Bicentennial
Series in International Studies) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no publication that similar with National Symbols, Fractured Identities: Contesting the
National Narrative (Middlebury Bicentennial Series in International Studies). It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of National
Symbols, Fractured Identities: Contesting the National Narrative (Middlebury Bicentennial Series in
International Studies) in e-book can be your choice.

Harry Baxter:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take National Symbols, Fractured Identities: Contesting the
National Narrative (Middlebury Bicentennial Series in International Studies) as your daily resource
information.



Otis Key:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this National Symbols,
Fractured Identities: Contesting the National Narrative (Middlebury Bicentennial Series in International
Studies).
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