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Vanishing into Things explores the concept of knowledge in Chinese thought over two millennia, from
Confucius to Wang Yangming (ca. 1500 CE), and compares the different philosophical imperatives that have
driven Chinese and Western thought. Challenging the hyperspecialized epistemology of modern philosophy
in the West, Barry Allen urges his readers toward an ethical appreciation of why knowledge is worth
pursuing.

Western philosophers have long maintained that true knowledge is the best knowledge. Chinese thinkers, by
contrast, have emphasized not the essence of knowing but the purpose. Ideas of truth play no part in their
understanding of what the best knowledge is: knowledge is not deduced from principles or reducible to a
theory. Rather, in Chinese tradition knowledge is expressed through wu wei, literally “not doing”?a response
to circumstances that is at once effortless and effective. This type of knowledge perceives the evolution of
circumstances from an early point, when its course can still be changed, provided one has the wisdom to
grasp the opportunity.

Allen guides readers through the major Confucian and Daoist thinkers including Kongzi, Mengzi, Xunzi,
Laozi, and Zhuangzi, examining their influence on medieval Neoconfucianism and Chan (Zen) Buddhism, as
well as the theme of knowledge in China’s art of war literature. The sophisticated and consistent concept of
knowledge elucidated here will be of relevance to contemporary Western and Eastern philosophers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Kline:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Vanishing into Things: Knowledge in Chinese Tradition
as the daily resource information.

Dustin Davis:

The e-book with title Vanishing into Things: Knowledge in Chinese Tradition has a lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Carlton Solley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Vanishing into Things: Knowledge in
Chinese Tradition publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Vanishing into
Things: Knowledge in Chinese Tradition as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one
guide that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Russell Hardison:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Vanishing into Things:
Knowledge in Chinese Tradition which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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