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The originators of classical political economy—Adam Smith, David Ricardo, James Steuart, and
others—created a discourse that explained the logic, the origin, and, in many respects, the essential rightness
of capitalism. But, in the great texts of that discourse, these writers downplayed a crucial requirement for
capitalism’s creation: For it to succeed, peasants would have to abandon their self-sufficient lifestyle and go
to work for wages in a factory. Why would they willingly do this?
Clearly, they did not go willingly. As Michael Perelman shows, they were forced into the factories with the
active support of the same economists who were making theoretical claims for capitalism as a self-correcting
mechanism that thrived without needing government intervention. Directly contradicting the laissez-faire
principles they claimed to espouse, these men advocated government policies that deprived the peasantry of
the means for self-provision in order to coerce these small farmers into wage labor. To show how Adam
Smith and the other classical economists appear to have deliberately obscured the nature of the control of
labor and how policies attacking the economic independence of the rural peasantry were essentially
conceived to foster primitive accumulation, Perelman examines diaries, letters, and the more practical
writings of the classical economists. He argues that these private and practical writings reveal the real
intentions and goals of classical political economy—to separate a rural peasantry from their access to land.
This rereading of the history of classical political economy sheds important light on the rise of capitalism to
its present state of world dominance. Historians of political economy and Marxist thought will find that this
book broadens their understanding of how capitalism took hold in the industrial age.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Ouzts:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The
Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret History of Primitive Accumulation?
Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Lettie Perez:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Invention of Capitalism:
Classical Political Economy and the Secret History of Primitive Accumulation will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Alma Brady:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular The Invention of
Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret History of Primitive Accumulation book as starter
and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Joseph Langley:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The
Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret History of Primitive Accumulation
suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The
Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret History of Primitive Accumulationis the
main of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world within this book.
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