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NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY FINANCIAL TIMES

From Robert D. Kaplan, named one of the world’s Top 100 Global Thinkers by Foreign Policy magazine,
comes a penetrating look at the volatile region that will dominate the future of geopolitical conflict.
 
Over the last decade, the center of world power has been quietly shifting from Europe to Asia. With oil
reserves of several billion barrels, an estimated nine hundred trillion cubic feet of natural gas, and several
centuries’ worth of competing territorial claims, the South China Sea in particular is a simmering pot of
potential conflict. The underreported military buildup in the area where the Western Pacific meets the Indian
Ocean means that it will likely be a hinge point for global war and peace for the foreseeable future.
 
In Asia’s Cauldron, Robert D. Kaplan offers up a vivid snapshot of the nations surrounding the South China
Sea, the conflicts brewing in the region at the dawn of the twenty-first century, and their implications for
global peace and stability. One of the world’s most perceptive foreign policy experts, Kaplan interprets
America’s interests in Asia in the context of an increasingly assertive China. He explains how the region’s
unique geography fosters the growth of navies but also impedes aggression. And he draws a striking parallel
between China’s quest for hegemony in the South China Sea and the United States’ imperial adventure in the
Caribbean more than a century ago.
 
To understand the future of conflict in East Asia, Kaplan argues, one must understand the goals and
motivations of its leaders and its people. Part travelogue, part geopolitical primer, Asia’s Cauldron takes us
on a journey through the region’s boom cities and ramshackle slums: from Vietnam, where the superfueled
capitalism of the erstwhile colonial capital, Saigon, inspires the geostrategic pretensions of the official seat of
government in Hanoi, to Malaysia, where a unique mix of authoritarian Islam and Western-style
consumerism creates quite possibly the ultimate postmodern society; and from Singapore, whose
“benevolent autocracy” helped foster an economic miracle, to the Philippines, where a different brand of
authoritarianism under Ferdinand Marcos led not to economic growth but to decades of corruption and
crime.
 
At a time when every day’s news seems to contain some new story—large or small—that directly relates to
conflicts over the South China Sea, Asia’s Cauldron is an indispensable guide to a corner of the globe that
will affect all of our lives for years to come.

Praise for Asia’s Cauldron
 
“Asia’s Cauldron is a short book with a powerful thesis, and it stands out for its clarity and good sense. . . . If
you are doing business in China, traveling in Southeast Asia or just obsessing about geopolitics, you will
want to read it.”—The New York Times Book Review

“Kaplan has established himself as one of our most consequential geopolitical thinkers. . . . [Asia’s
Cauldron] is part treatise on geopolitics, part travel narrative. Indeed, he writes in the tradition of the great



travel writers.”—The Weekly Standard
 
“Kaplan’s fascinating book is a welcome challenge to the pessimists who see only trouble in China’s rise and
the hawks who view it as malign.”—The Economist
 
“Muscular, deeply knowledgeable . . . Kaplan is an ultra-realist [who] takes a non-moralistic stance on
questions of power and diplomacy.”—Financial Times

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carpenter:

Typically the book Asia's Cauldron: The South China Sea and the End of a Stable Pacific has a lot associated
with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Susan Williams:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Asia's Cauldron: The South China Sea and the End of a Stable Pacific your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get ahead of. The Asia's Cauldron: The South China Sea and the End of a Stable
Pacific giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for
your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Douglas Dossett:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for you
is Asia's Cauldron: The South China Sea and the End of a Stable Pacific this reserve consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Willie Bergeron:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Asia's Cauldron: The South China Sea and the
End of a Stable Pacific was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Asia's
Cauldron: The South China Sea and the End of a Stable Pacific has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun
and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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