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If you drive into any American city with the car stereo blasting, you’ll undoubtedly find radio stations
representing R&B/hip-hop, country, Top 40, adult contemporary, rock, and Latin, each playing hit after hit
within that musical format. American music has created an array of rival mainstreams, complete with charts
in multiple categories. Love it or hate it, the world that radio made has steered popular music and provided
the soundtrack of American life for more than half a century.

In Top 40 Democracy, Eric Weisbard studies the evolution of this multicentered pop landscape, along the
way telling the stories of the Isley Brothers, Dolly Parton, A&M Records, and Elton John, among others. He
sheds new light on the upheavals in the music industry over the past fifteen years and their implications for
the audiences the industry has shaped. Weisbard focuses in particular on formats—constructed mainstreams
designed to appeal to distinct populations—showing how taste became intertwined with class, race, gender,
and region. While many historians and music critics have criticized the segmentation of pop radio, Weisbard
finds that the creation of multiple formats allowed different subgroups to attain a kind of separate majority
status—for example, even in its most mainstream form, the R&B of the Isley Brothers helped to create a
sphere where black identity was nourished.  Music formats became the one reliable place where different
groups of Americans could listen to modern life unfold from their distinct perspectives. The centers of pop, it
turns out, were as complicated, diverse, and surprising as the cultural margins. Weisbard’s stimulating book
is a tour de force, shaking up our ideas about the mainstream music industry in order to tease out the cultural
importance of all performers and songs.
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From reader reviews:

James Goodman:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Top 40 Democracy: The Rival
Mainstreams of American Music book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Henry Woods:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Top 40
Democracy: The Rival Mainstreams of American Music is kind of publication which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Frederick Cagle:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Top 40 Democracy: The Rival
Mainstreams of American Music is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Laurence Terry:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Top 40 Democracy: The Rival Mainstreams of
American Music was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Top 40
Democracy: The Rival Mainstreams of American Music has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens.
For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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