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Theurgy and the Soul is a study of lamblichus of Syria (ca. 240-325), whose teachings set the final form of
pagan spirituality prior to the Christianization of the Roman Empire. Gregory Shaw focuses on the theory
and practice of theurgy, aterm meaning "divine action," the most controversial and significant aspect of
lamblichus's Platonism. Unlike previous Platonists, who stressed the elevated status of the human soul,
lamblichus taught that the soul descends completely into the body and requires the performance of theurgic
rites-reveal ed by the gods--to unite the soul with the One.

lamblichus was a seminal Platonic philosopher whose views on the soul and the importance of ritual
profoundly influenced subsequent thinkers such as Proclus, Damascius, and Dionysius the Areopagite.
lamblichus's vision of a hierarchical cosmos united by divine ritual became the dominant worldview for the
entire medieval world, and played an important role in the Renaissance Platonism of Marsilio Ficino. Ralph
Waldo Emerson wrote that he expected a reading of lamblichusto cause a"revival in the churches." Y et,
until recently, modern scholars have dismissed him, seeing theurgy as ritual magic or an attempt to

mani pul ate the gods. Shaw, however, shows that theurgy was a subtle and intellectually sophisticated attempt
to apply Platonic and Pythagorean teachings to the full expression of human existence in the material world.
This new edition includes aforeword by John Milbank and Aaron Riches showing the Christian sacramental
implications of lamblichean theurgy, and a new preface from the author.
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From reader reviews:
Amber Weitz;

In other case, little folks like to read book Theurgy and the Soul: The Neoplatonism of lamblichus (2nd
edition). Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important the book Theurgy and the Soul: The Neoplatonism of lamblichus (2nd edition). Y ou can add
information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Evelyn White:

This Theurgy and the Soul: The Neoplatonism of lamblichus (2nd edition) is great guide for you because the
content which isfull of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Theurgy and the Soul: The Neoplatonism of lamblichus (2nd edition) in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this reserve aready do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Jacob Keys:

This Theurgy and the Soul: The Neoplatonism of lamblichus (2nd edition) is hew way for you who has
fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Theurgy and the Soul:
The Neoplatonism of lamblichus (2nd edition) can be the light food for you because the information inside
this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this e-book isthe answer. So thereisn't any in reading a book especially this one. Y ou can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So, don't miss the item! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Thomas Palmer:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. Aswe know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring usto around the world.



From the book Theurgy and the Soul: The Neoplatonism of lamblichus (2nd edition) we can get more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book
Theurgy and the Soul: The Neoplatonism of lamblichus (2nd edition). Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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