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From Two Live Crew's controversial comedy to | ce Cube's gangsta styling and the battle rhymes of a
streetcorner cypher, rap has always drawn on deep traditions of African American poetic word-play, In
Talking 'Bout Your Mama, author Elijah Wald explores one of the most potent sources of rap: the viciously
funny, outrageously inventive insult game known as "the dozens."

So what isthe dozens? At its simplest, it's acomic chain of "yo' mama' jokes. At its most complex, it'san
intricate form of socia interaction that reaches back to African ceremonial rituals. Wald traces the tradition
of African American street rhyming and verbal combat that has ruled urban neighborhoods since the early
1900s. Whether considered vernacular poetry, aggressive dueling, atest of street cool, or just a mess of dirty
insults, the dozensis a basic building block of African-American culture. A game which could inspire
raucous laughter or escalate to violence, it provided awellspring of rhymes, attitude, and raw humor that has
influenced pop musicians from Jelly Roll Morton and Robert Johnson to Tupac Shakur and Jay Z.

Wald goes back to the dozens' roots, looking at mother-insulting and verbal combat from Greenland to the
sources of the Niger, and shows its breadth of influence in the seminal writings of Richard Wright, Langston
Hughes, and Zora Neale Hurston; the comedy of Richard Pryor and George Carlin; the dark humor of the
blues; the hip slang and competitive jamming of jazz; and in its ultimate evolution into the improvisatory
battling of rap. From schoolyard games and rural work songs to urban novels and nightclub comedy, and pop
hits from ragtime to rap, Wald uses the dozens as alens to provide new insight into over a century of African
American culture.

A groundbreaking work, Talking 'Bout Your Mama is an essential book for anyone interested in African
American cultural studies, history and linguistics, and the origins of rap music.
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From reader reviews:
Shawn Midkiff:

Now aday people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especialy this Talking ‘Bout Y our Mama: The
Dozens, Snaps, and the Deep Roots of Rap book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred percent guarantees thereis no doubt in it everbody knows.

Yasmin Parker:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyonein everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which isin the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is suitable to
believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Talking 'Bout Y our Mama: The Dozens, Snaps, and the Deep Roots of Rap as
the daily resource information.

Mildred Olsen:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Talking '‘Bout Y our
Mama: The Dozens, Snaps, and the Deep Roots of Rap suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Talking '‘Bout Y our Mama: The Dozens, Snaps, and the
Deep Roots of Rapis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired lots of peoplein the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you alot of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Jeff Jones:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Talking 'Bout Y our
Mama: The Dozens, Snaps, and the Deep Roots of Rap that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity
for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
all you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Talking 'Bout Y our Mama: The
Dozens, Snaps, and the Deep Roots of Rap become your own personal starter.
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