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With characteristic originality and insight, Trudier Harris-Lopez offers a new and challenging approach to
the work of African American writers in these twelve previously unpublished essays. Collectively, the essays
show the vibrancy of African American literary creation across several decades of the twentieth century. But
Harris-Lopez's readings of the various texts deliberately diverge from traditional ways of viewing traditional
topics.

South of Tradition focuses not only on well-known writers such as Zora Neale Hurston, Ralph Ellison, James
Baldwin, and Richard Wright, but also on up-and-coming writers such as Randall Kenan and less-known
writers such as Brent Wade and Henry Dumas. Harris-Lopez addresses themes of sexual and racial identity,
reconceptualizations of and transcendence of Christianity, analyses of African American folk and cultural
traditions, and issues of racial justice. Many of her subjects argue that geography shapes identity, whether
that geography is the European territory many blacks escaped to from the oppressive South, or the South
itself, where generations of African Americans have had to come to grips with their relationship to the land
and its history. For Harris-Lopez, "south of tradition" refers both to geography and to readings of texts that
are not in keeping with expected responses to the works. She explains her point of departure for the essays as
"a slant, an angle, or a jolt below the line of what would be considered the norm for usual responses to
African American literature."

The scope of Harris-Lopez's work is tremendous. From her coverage of noncanonical writers to her analysis
of humor in the best-selling The Color Purple, she provides essential material that should inform all future
readings of African American literature.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Wright:

The e-book with title South of Tradition: Essays on African American Literature has a lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Johanna Bassett:

The book untitled South of Tradition: Essays on African American Literature contain a lot of information on
the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people,
so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy
the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Laura Hill:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like South of Tradition: Essays on African
American Literature which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Lillian Vaughn:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and South of Tradition: Essays on African American
Literature or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes South of Tradition: Essays on African American Literature to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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