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The Gynaeciorum libri, the 'Books on [the diseases of] women,' a compendium of ancient and contemporary
texts on gynaecology, is the inspiration for this intensive exploration of the origins of a subfield of medicine.
This collection was first published in 1566, with a second edition in 1586/8 and a third, running to 1097 folio
pages, in 1597. While examining the origins of the compendium, Helen King here concentrates on its
reception, looking at a range of different uses of the book in the history of medicine from the sixteenth to the
nineteenth century. Looking at the competition and collaboration among different groups of men involved in
childbirth, and between men and women, she demonstrates that arguments about history were as important as
arguments about the merits of different designs of forceps. She focuses on the eighteenth century, when the
'man-midwife' William Smellie found his competence to practise challenged on the grounds of his allegedly
inadequate grasp of the history of medicine. In his lectures, Smellie remade the 'father of medicine',
Hippocrates, as the 'father of midwifery'. The close study of these texts results in a fresh perspective on
Thomas Laqueur's model of the defeat of the one-sex body in the eighteenth century, and on the origins of
gynaecology more generally. King argues that there were three occasions in the history of western medicine
on which it was claimed that women's difference from men was so extensive that they required a separate
branch of medicine: the fifth century BC, and the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries. By looking at all three
occasions together, and by tracing the links not only between ancient Greek ideas and their Renaissance
rediscovery, but also between the Renaissance compendium and its later owners, King analyzes how the
claim of female 'difference' was shaped by specific social and cultural conditions. "Midwifery, Obstetrics
and the Rise of Gynaecology" makes a genuine contribution not only to the history of medicine and its
subfield of gynaecology, but also to gender and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Arnold Grigg:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of
Gynaecology (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Tommy Cowen:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of Gynaecology
(Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Michael Hansen:

The book Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of Gynaecology (Women and Gender in the Early Modern
World) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
written by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Tia Rosario:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of
Gynaecology (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) to make your own reading is interesting.
Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and studying
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book
Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of Gynaecology (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) can to
be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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