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The wrenching decision facing successful women choosing between demanding careers and intensive family
lives has been the subject of many articles and books, most of which propose strategies for resolving the
dilemma. Competing Devotions focuses on broader social and cultural forces that create women's identities
and shape their understanding of what makes life worth living.

Mary Blair-Loy examines the career paths of women financial executives who have tried various approaches
to balancing career and family. The professional level these women have attained requires a huge
commitment of time, energy, and emotion that seems natural to employers and clients, who assume that a
career deserves single-minded allegiance. Meanwhile, these women must confront the cultural model of
family that defines marriage and motherhood as a woman's primary vocation. This ideal promises women
creativity, intimacy, and financial stability in caring for a family. It defines children as fragile and assumes
that men lack the selflessness and patience that children's primary caregivers need. This ideal is taken for
granted in much of contemporary society.

The power of these assumptions is enormous but not absolute. Competing Devotions identifies women
executives who try to reshape these ideas. These mavericks, who face great resistance but are aided by new
ideological and material resources that come with historical change, may eventually redefine both the nuclear
family and the capitalist firm in ways that reduce work-family conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Pippin:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Competing Devotions:
Career and Family among Women Executives to read.

Edward Baca:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Competing
Devotions: Career and Family among Women Executives suitable to you? Often the book was written by
famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Competing Devotions: Career and Family among Women
Executivesis the main one of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Harold Scott:

Beside this kind of Competing Devotions: Career and Family among Women Executives in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live
in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Competing Devotions: Career and Family among Women
Executives because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss it? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Adam Tonn:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top collection in your reading list is actually Competing Devotions: Career and Family among Women
Executives. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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