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The so-called Phony War from September 1939 to May 1940 occupies a peculiar yet distinct place in popular
memory. All the sensations of war, except the fighting, were present; yet, instead of massed air attacks and
great land battles, very little happened. The British government was said to be complacent, and the people
downright bored. Then, France fell to German attack, and the small British army was evacuated (minus its
equipment) from Dunkirk. Reaction to this major strategic catastrophe was naturally to blame the men
deemed guilty for bringing the nation to the verge of humiliating defeat. In sharp contrast to previous studies,
Smart argues that there was more to the phony war than governmental complacency, that the period was
more than a foolish or frivolous ante-chamber to a later more heroic phase.

The extent to which the guilty men verdict on the first nine months of Britain's Second World War has stuck
remains surprising. The notion that the phony war was a necessary, indeed over-determined, prelude to
catastrophe has become cemented over time. Examining the workings of the Anglo-French leadership during
this period, Smart picks this thesis apart and argues that disaster was not necessarily, still less inevitably, just
around the corner. He concludes that Anglo-French decision-making during this time was basically sound,
that the soldiers were well equipped and in good-heart, and that there was no malaise eating away at the
entente. This study offers a challenging reappraisal of the phony war from a British perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Williams:

This British Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up (Studies in Military
History and International Affairs) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you
will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific British
Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up (Studies in Military History and
International Affairs) without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't be worry British Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up
(Studies in Military History and International Affairs) can bring when you are and not make your case space
or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This British Strategy
and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up (Studies in Military History and
International Affairs) having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Florence Hall:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is
this British Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up (Studies in Military
History and International Affairs).

Jo Villegas:

Beside this kind of British Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up (Studies
in Military History and International Affairs) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have British Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up (Studies
in Military History and International Affairs) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!



Helen Scott:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the British Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up (Studies in Military
History and International Affairs) when you essential it?
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