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Helicopters patrolled low over the city, filming blocks of burning cars and buildings, mobs breaking into
storefronts, and the vicious beating of truck driver Reginald Denny. For a week in April 1992, Los Angeles
transformed into a cityscape of rage, purportedly due to the exoneration of four policemen who had beaten
Rodney King. It should be no surprise that such intense anger erupted from something deeper than a single
incident.

In The Contested Murder of Latasha Harlins, Brenda Stevenson tells the dramatic story of an earlier trial, a
turning point on the road to the 1992 riot. On March 16, 1991, fifteen-year-old Latasha Harlins, an African
American who lived locally, entered the Empire Liquor Market at 9172 South Figueroa Street in South
Central Los Angeles. Behind the counter was a Korean woman named Soon Ja Du. Latasha walked to the
refrigerator cases in the back, took a bottle of orange juice, put it in her backpack, and approached the cash
register with two dollar bills in her hand-the price of the juice. Moments later she was face-down on the floor
with a bullet hole in the back of her head, shot dead by Du. Joyce Karlin, a Jewish Superior Court judge
appointed by Republican Governor Pete Wilson, presided over the resulting manslaughter trial. A jury
convicted Du, but Karlin sentenced her only to probation, community service, and a $500 fine. The author
meticulously reconstructs these events and their aftermath, showing how they set the stage for the explosion
in 1992.

An accomplished historian at UCLA, Stevenson explores the lives of each of these three women-Harlins, Du,
and Karlin-and their very different worlds in rich detail. Through the three women, she not only reveals the
human reality and social repercussions of this triangular collision, she also provides a deep history of
immigration, ethnicity, and gender in modern America. Massively researched, deftly written, The Contested
Murder of Latasha Harlins will reshape our understanding of race, ethnicity, gender, and-above all-justice in
modern America.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Curnutt:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Contested Murder of Latasha Harlins: Justice, Gender,
and the Origins of the LA Riots as the daily resource information.

Jasmine Myers:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Contested Murder of Latasha
Harlins: Justice, Gender, and the Origins of the LA Riots guide written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still skepticism The Contested Murder of Latasha Harlins: Justice, Gender, and the Origins of the LA
Riots as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't
ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come
on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

William Lee:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find book that need more time to be study. The Contested Murder of Latasha Harlins: Justice, Gender, and
the Origins of the LA Riots can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short
time problems.

John Hill:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Contested Murder of Latasha
Harlins: Justice, Gender, and the Origins of the LA Riots is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in
the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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