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How do we use our mental images of the present to reconstruct our past? Maurice Halbwachs (1877-1945)
addressed this question for the first time in his work on collective memory, which established him as a major
figure in the history of sociology. This volume, the first comprehensive English-language translation of
Halbwach's writings on the social construction of memory, fills a major gap in the literature on the sociology
of knowledge.

Halbwachs' primary thesis is that human memory can only function within a collective context. Collective
memory, Halbwachs asserts, is always selective; various groups of people have different collective
memories, which in turn give rise to different modes of behavior. Halbwachs shows, for example, how
pilgrims to the Holy Land over the centuries evoked very different images of the events of Jesus' life; how
wealthy old families in France have a memory of the past that diverges sharply from that of the nouveaux
riches; and how working class construction of reality differ from those of their middle-class counterparts.

With a detailed introduction by Lewis A. Coser, this translation will be an indispensable source for new
research in historical sociology and cultural memory.

Lewis A. Coser is Distinguished Professor of Sociology Emeritus at the State University of New York and
Adjunct Professor of Sociology at Boston College.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Sessions:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book On Collective Memory (Heritage of Sociology Series) it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book.
You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book possesses high quality.

Mary Davis:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like On Collective Memory
(Heritage of Sociology Series) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Peggy Ross:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book On Collective Memory (Heritage of Sociology Series) was filled in relation
to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Marie Slaughter:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important,
boring and can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this On Collective Memory (Heritage of Sociology Series) can make you sense
more interested to read.
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