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In National Past-Times, Ann Anagnost explores the fashioning and refashioning of modern Chinese
subjectivity as it relates to the literal and figurative body of the nation. In essays revealing the particular
temporality of the modern Chinese nation-state, Anagnost examines the disparate eras of its recent past and
its propensity for continually looking backward in order to face the future.
Using interviews and participant observation as well as close readings of official documents, propaganda
materials, and popular media, Anagnost notes the discontinuities in the nation’s narrative—moments where
this narrative has been radically reorganized at critical junctures in China’s modern history. Covering a broad
range of issues relating to representation and power—issues that have presented themselves with particular
clarity in the years since the violent crackdown on the student movement of 1989—National Past-Times
critiques the ambiguous possibilities produced by the market, as well as new opportunities for "unfreedom"
in the discipline of labor and the commodification of women. Anagnost begins with a retrospective reflection
on the practice of "speaking bitterness" in socialist revolutionary practice. Subsequent essays discuss the
culture debates of the 1980s, the discourse of social disorder, the issue of population control, the film The
Story of Qiu Ju, and anomalies at the theme park "Splendid China."
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From reader reviews:

Michael Battle:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This National Past-Times: Narrative,
Representation, and Power in Modern China (Body, Commodity, Text) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Warren Zeigler:

The book untitled National Past-Times: Narrative, Representation, and Power in Modern China (Body,
Commodity, Text) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book
was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice go through.

Robin Castillo:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This National Past-Times: Narrative,
Representation, and Power in Modern China (Body, Commodity, Text) is simple to develop you can read it
in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jami Hannah:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. With the book National Past-Times: Narrative, Representation, and Power in Modern
China (Body, Commodity, Text) we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being
creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life by this book National Past-Times: Narrative, Representation, and
Power in Modern China (Body, Commodity, Text). You can more desirable than now.
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