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An investigative journalist uncovers a hidden custom that will transform your understanding of what
it means to grow up as a girl

In Afghanistan, a culture ruled almost entirely by men, the birth of a son is cause for celebration and the
arrival of a daughter is often mourned as misfortune. A bacha posh (literally translated from Dari as “dressed
up like a boy”) is a third kind of child – a girl temporarily raised as a boy and presented as such to the
outside world. Jenny Nordberg, the reporter who broke the story of this phenomenon for the New York
Times, constructs a powerful and moving account of those secretly living on the other side of a deeply
segregated society where women have almost no rights and little freedom.

The Underground Girls of Kabul is anchored by vivid characters who bring this remarkable story to life:
Azita, a female parliamentarian who sees no other choice but to turn her fourth daughter Mehran into a boy;
Zahra, the tomboy teenager who struggles with puberty and refuses her parents’ attempts to turn her back
into a girl; Shukria, now a married mother of three after living for twenty years as a man; and Nader, who
prays with Shahed, the undercover female police officer, as they both remain in male disguise as adults.

At the heart of this emotional narrative is a new perspective on the extreme sacrifices of Afghan women and
girls against the violent backdrop of America’s longest war. Divided into four parts, the book follows those
born as the unwanted sex in Afghanistan, but who live as the socially favored gender through childhood and
puberty, only to later be forced into marriage and childbirth. The Underground Girls of Kabul charts their
dramatic life cycles, while examining our own history and the parallels to subversive actions of people who
live under oppression everywhere.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Robbins:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a
Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan.

Kathleen Duff:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of
a Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation The
Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan as good book not only by the
cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Philip Newman:

This The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan is great reserve for
you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we
can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a Hidden Resistance in
Afghanistan in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So
, this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Michael Berube:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and The Underground Girls of Kabul: In
Search of a Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After
you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for



teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In different
case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a
Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like this.
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