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Imagine direct communication links between the human brain and machines, or tailored materials capable of
adapting by themselves to changing environmental conditions, or computer chips and environmental sensors
embedded into everyday clothing, or medical technologies that eliminate currently untreatable conditions
such as blindness and paralysis. Now imagine all of these developments occurring at the same time. Far-
fetched?

Not So. These are actually the reasonable predictions of scientists attempting to forecast a few decades into
the future based on the rapid pace of innovation.

Author Stanley Schmidt – a physicist, a writer, and the editor of Analog: Science Fiction and Fact – explores
these and many more amazing yet probable scenarios in this fascinating guide to the near future. He shows
how past convergences have led to today’s world, then considers tomorrow’s main currents in
biotechnology, cognitive science, information technology, and nanotechnology. Looking even further
downstream he foresees both exciting and potentially dangerous developments:

Longer, healthier lives
Cheap, generally available food, energy, and technology
Reduced pollution and environmental stress
Economic disruption during transitional periods
Excessive power in too few hands
Increased vulnerability from overdependence on technology.

Schmidt notes that even a routine technology such as the CAT scan is the result of three wholly separate
innovations started many decades ago which recently converged: the X-ray, the computer, and advances in
medicine. On a more ominous note, he also observes that the 9/11 terrorist attack on the World Trade Center
was made possible by the malicious convergence of two separate trends in modern engineering and
technology: the concentration of people in high rises within cities and the success of the passenger airline
industry.

The message is clear: the choices we make now will converge to create a near and distant future that will be
almost unbelievably wonderful or unimaginably catastrophic, or both. This knowledgeable, fascinating
glimpse into the future is a must read for everyone interested in technology, upcoming innovations in
business, science fiction, and the future.
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From reader reviews:

Asia Haynes:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Coming
Convergence: Surprising Ways Diverse Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and Change the Future
suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The
Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways Diverse Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and Change the
Futureis one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This
book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on
this book.

Hector Hartung:

This The Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways Diverse Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and
Change the Future is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who always
deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great
plan word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have
whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways Diverse
Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and Change the Future in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten
or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Pamela Prince:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways
Diverse Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and Change the Future was colourful and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book The Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways Diverse Technologies
Interact to Shape Our World and Change the Future has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers.
For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.

Frances McKay:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways
Diverse Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and Change the Future to make your personal reading is



interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book
to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the guide The Coming Convergence:
Surprising Ways Diverse Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and Change the Future can to be your
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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