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Albert Schweitzer maintained that the idea of "Reverence for Life" came upon him on the Ogowe River as an
"unexpected discovery, like a revelation in the midst of intense thought." While Schweitzer made numerous
significant contributions to an incredible diversity of fields - medicine, music, biblical studies, philosophy
and theology - he regarded Reverence for Life as his greatest contribution and the one by which he most
wanted to be remembered. Yet this concept has been the subject of a range of distortions and
misunderstandings, both academic and popular. In this book, Ara Barsam provides a new interpretation of
Schweitzer's reverence and shows how it emerged from his studies of German philosophy, Indian religions,
and his biblical scholarship on Jesus and Paul.

By throwing light on the origin and development of Schweitzer's thought, Barsam leads his readers to a
closer appreciation of the contribution that reverence makes to current ethical issues. Whereas previous
commentators have focused on "reverence for life" as a philosophical ethic located in that tradition, this book
demonstrates that it is in fact Schweitzer's theology that provides the hitherto undiscerned foundation for his
ethic. Even among those who herald Schweitzer as the one who brought "reverence" to Christianity, there
exists a tendency to underemphasize how his thinking also developed from his pivotal encounter with Indian
religions. As Barsam shows, it is impossible to grasp the nature and the significance of Barsam's contribution
without addressing that link.

Life-centered ethics - in the broadest sense - have continued to flourish, yet Schweitzer's pioneering
contribution is often overlooked. Not only did he help establish the issue on the moral agenda, but, most
significant, he also provided much sought after philosophical and theological foundations. Schweitzer
emerges from this critical study of his life and thought as a remarkable individual who should rightfully be
regarded as a moral giant of the twentieth-century.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Wax:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Reverence for Life:
Albert Schweitzer's Great Contribution to Ethical Thought? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Lisa Knight:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Reverence for Life: Albert
Schweitzer's Great Contribution to Ethical Thought book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

April Brooks:

This Reverence for Life: Albert Schweitzer's Great Contribution to Ethical Thought is great publication for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and still have
to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can say
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Reverence for Life: Albert Schweitzer's Great Contribution to Ethical Thought in your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Kimberly Morris:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Amount types of books that
can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Reverence for Life: Albert Schweitzer's
Great Contribution to Ethical Thought.
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