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Scholars universally acknowledge the role that Christian belief played in the social movement engendered by
Martin Luther King Jr. Yet few have actually delved into the complexity of King's theology itself. The
centrality of one aspect of his theology in particular - imago Dei, the belief that human beings are made in
God's image - has been surprisingly overlooked.

In this book, Richard W. Wills Sr. offers a comprehensive analysis of King's appeal for civil rights by
investigating his understanding of imago Dei. Wills begins by tracing the evolution of this idea through the
history of Christian thought, showing the intellectual sources King drew on in constructing his own beliefs.
Wills then demonstrates how King employed this idea in his civil rights work. The belief that we are all
made in God's image was crucial, Wills shows, to King's understanding of human nature and equality. While
King shared with many of his black church forebears the view that humanity's creation by God was a
powerful argument for the equality of all people, he also took the concept much further. For King, being
made in God's image meant that human beings have not only the right but also the power to reshape society
and to build a "beloved community" on earth. Though explicitly grounded in Christian faith, the doctrine of
imago Dei provided King with a theological rationale that was capable of addressing the needs of the
community well beyond the walls of churches.

Wills's thorough reconsideration King's thought makes the case for his importance as a theologian. It
convincingly demonstrates that the concept of imago Dei formed the heart of his theology and, in turn, that
his theology was central to the unfolding of the civil rights movement.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Clark:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
in comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide
that need more time to be learn. Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Image of God can be your answer as it can
be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Joann Nixon:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Image of God offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Donald Freeman:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top book
for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book Martin Luther
King, Jr., and the Image of God. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Carmen Dana:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that will filled
update of news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Image of God when you necessary it?
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