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"This path-breaking book brilliantly explains the explosive growth of Florida from 2.7 million inhabitants in
1950 to 15.9 million in 2000. It focuses on the diverse people who migrated here; the developers of tourism,
beaches, shopping malls, and gated communities; new technology (from air conditioning to the space age);
and the impact of this growth and development upon the environment."--James B.Crooks, professor
emeritus, University of North Florida

"This is the first comprehensive social history of Florida in any of its epochs.  A brilliant compilation of data,
it will be the standard against which all future such efforts in Florida will be measured."--Michael Gannon,
professor emeritus, University of Florida

Florida is a story of astonishing growth, a state swelling from 500,000 residents at the outset of the 20th
century to some 16 million at the end.  As recently as mid-century, on the eve of Pearl Harbor, Florida was
the smallest state in the South. At the dawn of the millennium, it is the fourth largest in the country, a
megastate that was among those introducing new words into the American vernacular: space coast, climate
control, growth management, retirement community, theme park, edge cities, shopping mall, boomburbs,
beach renourishment, Interstate, and Internet. Land of Sunshine, State of Dreams attempts to understand the
firestorm of change that erupted into modern Florida by examining the great social, cultural, and economic
forces driving its transformation.

Gary Mormino ranges far and wide across the landscape and boundaries of a place that is at once America's
southernmost state and the northernmost outpost of the Caribbean.  From the capital, Tallahassee--a day's
walk from the Georgia border--to Miami--a city distant but tantalizingly close to Cuba and Haiti--Mormino
traces the themes of Florida's transformation: the echoes of old Dixie and a vanishing Florida; land booms
and tourist empires; revolutions in agriculture, technology, and demographics; the seductions of the beach
and the dynamics of a graying population; and the enduring but changing meanings of a dreamstate. Beneath
the iconography of popular culture is revealed a complex and complicated social framework that reflects a
dizzying passage from New Spain to Old South, New South to Sunbelt.
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From reader reviews:

Nelson Gendron:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Land of Sunshine, State of Dreams: A Social History of Modern Florida (Florida
History and Culture).

Jackie Caldwell:

The publication untitled Land of Sunshine, State of Dreams: A Social History of Modern Florida (Florida
History and Culture) is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that
they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Land of Sunshine, State
of Dreams: A Social History of Modern Florida (Florida History and Culture) from the publisher to make
you much more enjoy free time.

Dollie Simmons:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is just spending
your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in the top list in
your reading list will be Land of Sunshine, State of Dreams: A Social History of Modern Florida (Florida
History and Culture). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Nicholas Thiede:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by
book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Land of
Sunshine, State of Dreams: A Social History of Modern Florida (Florida History and Culture).
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