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How did the federal government change from the weak apparatus of the antebellum period to the large,
administrative state of the Progressive Era? To Enlarge the Machinery of Government explores the daily
proceedings of the U.S. House and Senate from 1858 to 1891 to find answers to this question.

Through close readings of debates centered around sponsorship, supervision, and standardization recorded in
the Congressional Globe and Congressional Record during this period, Williamjames Hull Hoffer traces a
critical shift in ideas that ultimately ushered in Progressive legislation: the willingness of American citizens
to allow, and in fact ask for, federal intervention in their daily lives. He describes this era of congressional
thought as a "second state," distinct from both the minimalist approaches that came before and the
Progressive state building that developed later. The "second state" era, Hoffer contends, offers valuable
insight into how conceptions of American uniqueness contributed to the shape of the federal government.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Todd:

The reserve with title To Enlarge the Machinery of Government: Congressional Debates and the Growth of
the American State, 1858-1891 (Reconfiguring American Political History) has a lot of information that you
can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the the positive
effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Lenore Ryan:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually To Enlarge the Machinery of Government: Congressional
Debates and the Growth of the American State, 1858-1891 (Reconfiguring American Political History) why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.

Vickie Reed:

This To Enlarge the Machinery of Government: Congressional Debates and the Growth of the American
State, 1858-1891 (Reconfiguring American Political History) is great e-book for you because the content
which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having To Enlarge the Machinery of Government: Congressional Debates and the Growth of the American
State, 1858-1891 (Reconfiguring American Political History) in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or
fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
busy do you still doubt that?

Ben Papenfuss:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to



presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this To Enlarge the Machinery of Government: Congressional Debates and the
Growth of the American State, 1858-1891 (Reconfiguring American Political History) can make you
experience more interested to read.
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