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Downtown is more than just a location, it's an attitude--and in the 1970s and '80s, that attitude forever
changed the face of America. This book charts the intricate web of influences that shaped the generation of
experimental and outsider artists working in Downtown New York during the crucial decade from 1974 to
1984. Published in conjunction with the first major exhibition of downtown art (organized by New York
University's Grey Art Gallery and Fales Library), The Downtown Book brings the Downtown art scene to
life, exploring everything from Punk rock to performance art.

The book probes trends that arose in the 1970s and solidified New York's reputation as arbiter of the
postmodern American avant-garde. By 1974, the hippie euphoria of the previous decade, with its optimism,
free love, and paeans to personal fulfillment, was over. In its place emerged a new kind of experimentation--
in art, sex, drugs, and rock and roll. The seven essays featured here examine from different perspectives how
Downtown artists constantly pushed the limits of both traditional media and the art world. Art critic Carlo
McCormick addresses the energy, power, drugs, and nonstop erotic motion that propelled the scene. Music
historian Bernard Gendron explores how minimalism, loft jazz, and Punk all occupied the same Downtown
spaces. RoseLee Goldberg, the noted scholar and critic of performance art, looks back at ten years of its
ascendancy Downtown. English professor Robert Siegle casts a critical eye on the literature of the
Downtown scene. Librarian and archivist Marvin J. Taylor surveys Downtown as both geography and
metaphor, and grapples with the question of how best to organize and preserve materials that often challenge
the very notion of the archive. The book also includes seminal essays on the critical theories underlying
Downtown art, by Brian Wallis; and on Downtown film, by Matthew Yokobosky.

The essays are intercut with personal reminiscences by such renowned pioneers of the Downtown scene as
Eric Bogosian, Richard Hell, Lydia Lunch, Ann Magnuson, Michael Musto, and Martha Wilson. More than
150 striking photographs feature Downtown denizens and galleries; works by Cindy Sherman, Keith Haring,
and many other artists; and hotspots such as CBGBs and Club 57. Hip and provocative, The Downtown Book
provides a rare glimpse into the cauldron of the New York artistic counterculture--and the colorful characters
who inhabited it.

EXHIBITION SCHEDULE

Grey Art Gallery and the Fales Library

New York University
January 10 - April 1, 2006



The Andy Warhol Museum

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Mid-May to September 4, 2006

Austin Museum of Art

Austin, Texas
November 11, 2006 - January 28, 2007 (tentative dates)
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From reader reviews:

Frances Lockhart:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Downtown Book: The New York Art Scene
1974-1984 as your daily resource information.

Ralph Scott:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Downtown Book: The New York Art Scene
1974-1984, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Donna Hubbard:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Downtown Book: The New York
Art Scene 1974-1984 that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you could pick The Downtown Book: The New York Art Scene 1974-1984
become your own personal starter.

Virginia White:

This The Downtown Book: The New York Art Scene 1974-1984 is great publication for you because the
content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The
Downtown Book: The New York Art Scene 1974-1984 in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts
in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
minute right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied



do you still doubt in which?
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