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American Civil War–era art critics James Jackson Jarves, Clarence Cook, and William J. Stillman classified
styles and defined art in terms that have become fundamental to our modern periodization of the art of the
nineteenth century. In Critical Shift, Karen Georgi rereads many of their well-known texts, finding certain
key discrepancies between their words and our historiography that point to unrecognized narrative desires.
The book also studies ruptures and revolutionary breaks between “old” and “new” art, as well as the issue of
the morality of “true” art. Georgi asserts that these concepts and their sometimes loaded expression were part
of larger rhetorical structures that gainsay the uses to which the key terms have been put in modern
historiography.

It has been more than fifty years since a book has been devoted to analyzing the careers of these three critics,
and never before has their role in the historiography and periodization of American art been analyzed. The
conclusions drawn from this close rereading of well-known texts challenge the fundamental nature of
“historical context” in American art history.
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From reader reviews:

Beth Sanders:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Critical Shift: Rereading Jarves,
Cook, Stillman, and the Narratives of Nineteenth-Century American Art will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that
open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have
you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Deidra Hird:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the
crowded place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have
underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then
having chance to stand than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this
Critical Shift: Rereading Jarves, Cook, Stillman, and the Narratives of Nineteenth-Century American Art
book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Shawn Clay:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. Critical Shift: Rereading Jarves, Cook, Stillman, and the Narratives of Nineteenth-
Century American Art can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short spare time
problems.

Tara Cassell:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Critical Shift: Rereading
Jarves, Cook, Stillman, and the Narratives of Nineteenth-Century American Art which is getting the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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